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PHILIPS HIGH SCHOOL
HEADTEACHER’S INTRODUCTION
Our last Ofsted report of February 2017 recognised
the progress Philips High School has made since
I started my headship at Philips High. The staff,
pupils, parents, Governors and Ofsted all fully
backed the changes that were implemented
and concluded that Philips High School is still a
“Good” School. Ofsted commented that “pupils
are positive about recent changes. They value
the focus on improving behaviour and say that
bullying and prejudicial behaviour rarely takes
place at Philips. Pupils appreciate the school’s
Respect campaign and respond positively to the
focus on promoting equality.”
They also stated:“You and your leadership team have taken effective action to address the areas for improvement
identified at the last inspection. Leadership of teaching is a real strength of the school. Most impressively,
a variety of mechanisms have been introduced to share good practice. You hold events to share ideas
with colleagues from other schools and maintain a stimulating climate that encourages teachers to
take risks and experiment.”
I am very proud of everyone at Philips High School who has made this possible and now strive for an
“Outstanding” judgement in the future. Our school motto is ‘Be a STAR : Success, Together, Aspire,
Respect! The school’s collaborative, respectful and aspirational values permeate all aspects of our
work with pupils, making consistently strong progress across the curriculum and throughout the school.
It is my privilege to continue to lead the School in building upon its strengths, raising achievement
and improving the quality of teaching and learning. By focussing on the things that matter most and
working together as a team we can continue to achieve great things.
Despite the changes to Examinations over the past few years the school has seen outstanding success
rates for some pupils. We strive to improve further and Philips High School aims to create a positive
working relationship with parents and carers for the benefit of all pupils.
I am looking forward to meeting and working with you all.

Ms T Owen
HEADTEACHER
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PHILIPS HIGH SCHOOL
SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

2020 - 2022
SUCCESS

TOGETHER

Closing the gap at all levels

Embed Triads and reducing
workload strategies

Embed a broad and ambitious
curriculum which caters for
the needs of all

Provide effective development
and coaching to support staff in
their early career

Develop use of Technology
in all areas

Develop strategies to
improve whole school
attendance and
punctuality

Focus on Independent
Study Techniques

RESPECT

ASPIRE

Develop an inclusive
community

Develop pupils
cultural capital

Foster outstanding mental
and physical wellbeing

Establish links with local
and global community

Introduce restorative practices

Enhance workplace experiences

VISION & VALUES
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PHILIPS HIGH SCHOOL
ADMISSION INFORMATION
The admission limit for Year 7 in September 2019 was 176 (actual intake 186)
Places were allocated as follows:
Category 1
Category 2
		
Category 3
Category 4
		
		
Category 5
Category 6

Looked After Children: 1
Children with statutory right to places eg, children with Statements of Special
Educational Needs: 5
Children who reside in the school’s catchment area: 61
Children who will have siblings at the school at the date of their admission. For this
purpose, a brother or sister may be a full or step brother or a full or step sister, living at
the same address, at the time of admission: 39
Children living closest to the school were offered places: 70
Number of children offered places following Appeal: 10

If you wish for your child to come to Philips High School and you live outside the catchment area, you
should name Philips High as your first choice to have any realistic chance of obtaining a place for your
child.
More detailed information is available in the Transfer to High Schools 2020 Information Handbook
available on the LEA Website: https://www.bury.gov.uk

ATTENDANCE
%

Attendance Measures

100

Excellent

99

Very Good

97-98
96
Below 96

Good
Satisfactory
Poor

95

Cause for concern – steps must be taken to improve attendance

90

Persistent Absence – the school must inform the DCSF of all pupils
who are in this category

Pupils are expected to attend regularly and on time and should only be absent for unavoidable reasons
such as illness.
Medical or Dental appointments should be made, whenever possible, outside of school hours. If
appointments are unavoidable during school hours pupils should produce their official appointment
card when requesting permission to leave school or when signing in. We request that the appointment
does not affect registration so pupils can still get a present mark for both morning and afternoon
registration.
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PHILIPS HIGH SCHOOL
THE SCHOOL DAY
Time
8.35

Period
Bell to allow children onto corridors

8.40 - 9.00

Registration / Assembly

9.00 - 10.00

Period 1

10.00 - 11.00

Period 2

11.00 - 11.15

BREAK (warning of end of break bell to ring at 11.10)

11.15 - 12.15

Period 3

12.15 - 13.15

Period 4

13.15 - 13.50

LUNCH (warning to move to form rooms bell to ring at 13.45)

13.50 - 14.00

Registration

14.00 - 15.00

Period 5

16.00

Up to 60 minutes detention without notice and without parental permission/
intervention/extra-curricular activities

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Examples of this school’s extra-curricular activities have been: Art/Photography Intervention

Guitar and Ukulele Club

Art GCSE Intervention

Hockey

Art Club

Junior Pupil Leadership Team

Basketball Practice / Matches

Keyboard Club

Brass Academy

LGBTQ Club

Choir

Making History Club

Creative Workshop – English

Netball

Cyber Discovery – Cyber Security Training

PE Practice (GCSE)

Creating Links with Schools Abroad - Geography

Pupil Leadership Team – Senior

Fantasy/Dystopian Role Play

Puzzles & Games Club

French Speaking practice/revision sessions

Religious Studies – Homework Club

Football practice /matches

Senior Singers

Fusion 360 3D Design

Shakespeare Festival

Gifted and talented Strength & Conditioning

Theatre Club

Children are encouraged to participate in any opportunities which are offered.
You will be able to find full details of all clubs & times on the School Website
PLEASE NOTE: Whilst we are delighted at the quality of our sports facilities, it has to be recognised that they cause us a problem before
and after school when pupils use them on an informal basis. The school wishes to make parents aware that prior to 8.35 a.m. and after
3.00 p.m. it cannot accept responsibility for pupils playing on the pitches other than for official practices. This is because we cannot
guarantee to have assistance on the site. Pupils playing before and after these times do so at their own risk.
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PHILIPS HIGH SCHOOL
SCHOOL UNIFORM & EQUIPMENT
Pupils who attend school in incorrect uniform will be sent home to change.
YEARS 7-10 BOYS

YEARS 7-10 GIRLS

Blue shirt (no ‘button-down’ collars)
Clip on school tie – only available from school
Navy blue blazer with school badge
Navy blue ‘v’ necked pullover (optional)
No sweatshirts

Blue open neck shirt

Plain black smart ‘suit style’ trousers
Plain navy blue or black socks

Navy blue blazer with school badge
Navy blue plain ‘v’ necked pullover (optional)
No sweatshirts
Plain black smart ‘suit style’ trousers
(Not leggings/jeggings etc).
Plain navy blue or black socks

Plain all black “business like” shoes.

Plain all black “business like” shoes.

All pupils are requested to wear a plain outdoor garment

YEAR 11 BOYS

YEAR 11 GIRLS

As above – except
White shirt (no ‘button-down’ collars)
Year 11 tie

As above - except
White shirt (no ‘button-down’ collars)
Year 11 tie

UNIFORM STOCKISTS (all stock both girls’ and boys’ uniform)
PT Schoolwear 14 Market Parade, Bury.
0161 761 1365
Top Form by Monkhouse 116 The Rock, Bury.
0161 764 4320

PT Schoolwear 7 New Road, Radcliffe.
0161 723 0991
Pyramid Sports 243 Bury Old Road, Prestwich.
0161 798 7448

Football scarves, hooded tops and hats are not to be worn to school.
Jewellery, except wristwatches, should not be worn to school. This includes any form of piercings.
Pupils should not wear any form of make-up – including fake tan, eyelashes, coloured or acrylic nails.
Extreme hair styles or colours are unacceptable. Hair should be tied back using plain bands or slides.
Any form of Headdress worn for religious purposes must be in plain blue/black material.

The Headteacher will have the final decision on all uniform issues.
It is important that all items of uniform are marked with your child’s name.
In addition, all pupils must have a white, cotton protective workshop apron for practical work in
Design Technology. This can be bought from any outlet. Also to comply with hygiene and food safety
regulations, all pupils must have a blue school apron for all practical Food Technology lessons. This
can only be purchased from school to maintain uniformity, at a cost of £5.00. Pupils should bring the
money to their first Food Technology lesson. In Art lessons pupils may be asked to wear an old shirt
to protect their uniform. Pupils also need a suitable bag in which to carry books to and from school.
7
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PHILIPS HIGH SCHOOL
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Participation in a varied programme of physical activity requires a varied amount of sporting clothing
and equipment at Philips High School. Pupils must bring PE kit to every lesson even if they are injured
or excused. Lessons are adapted to suit each individual case and pupils will be involved in the lesson
in some way other than performing.

Boys Kit

Girls Kit

Football Boots
Training shoes
No canvas shoes or high top trainers
Gum shield – for rugby
Shin pads
No boxer shorts to be worn as underwear

Training shoes
No canvas shoes or high top trainers
Gum shield – advised to wear for hockey
Shin pads

MACRON GIRLS PE UNIFORM
1a

1a

1b

1b

2b

2a

2b

3

2a

3

4

5 (Optional)

4

5 (Optional)

1a Draco Polo Shirt (Unisex Fit). 1b Desi Polo Shirt (Ladies Fit). 2a Mesa Short. 2b Running Leggings.
3 Rayon Socks. 4 Fixed Socks. 5 Optional Sweatshirt for winter.
1

2

3

4

MACRON BOYS PE UNIFORM
1

2

3

4

5

5

6 (Optional)

6 (Optional)

7 (Optional)

7 (Optional)

8 (Optional)

8 (Optional)

1 Rigel Shirt Short Sleeve. 2 Rigel Shirt Long Sleeve. 3 Mesa Short. 4 Rayon Socks.
5 Fixed Socks. 6 Optional Iguazu 1/4 Zip Top. 7 Optional Iguazu Pant. 8 Optional Base Layer Top
STUDENT INITIALS CAN BE APPLIED FREE OF CHARGE *One week lead time for orders with
initials subject to stock. All items except socks have school badge and name on them (not
shown in pictures) HOW TO ORDER: PLACE ORDER ONLINE VIA THE FOLLOWING LINK:WWW.
MACRONSTOREMANCHESTER.CO.UK>SCHOOL WEAR > HIGH SCHOOL > PHILIPS > GENERAL PE.
ADDRESS: UNIT 1A. OFF BRIGHT STREET. BURY. BL9 6AQ
TEL: 07479 110 700 - EMAIL: MANCHESTERNORTH@MACRONSTORE.COM
WEBSITE: WWW.MACRONSTOREMANCHESTER.CO.UK
(If you are having financial difficulties in purchasing the PE kit then please contact the school).
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PHILIPS HIGH SCHOOL
CURRICULUM
Our Curriculum intent is at the heart of what we do as a school. Our philosophy is that each pupil is entitled to a
curriculum that meets their needs and prepares them for life’s opportunities, responsibilities and experiences.
Our curriculum is designed to enable each individual to develop their maximum potential through stimulating
and challenging pathways and by carefully monitoring each student’s social and academic progress.
We believe that every student is capable of excellence both academically and personally. As a school, we
encourage each student to push themselves to achieve their potential. Our core aim is to help students climb
the tree of knowledge and cultural capital so they can access University, Higher Education, Employment or
an Apprenticeship and be the very best edit of themselves. All students are inspired to ‘be a STAR’, strive for
success, work together, aspire to excellence and demonstrate respect for all.
The Philips High School Curriculum consists of two strands:
•

An academic curriculum which is based on powerful knowledge and educational research. It builds
on cumulative sufficient knowledge which enables students to leave Philips with the best examination
results and life chances.

•

A personal development curriculum. This enables our students to go ‘the extra mile’ and develop
Leadership and Independence skills, Oracy skills, wellbeing, resilience, internet safety, Social Moral
Spiritual Cultural, British Values, Relationship and Sex Education and a range of Extra-Curricular
Opportunities.

Together, these two strands are central to our STAR Vision and Values.
We run a two-week timetable to provide an equal allocation of Curriculum time for subjects across all year
groups. In designing the timetable, we try to ensure that the two weeks are as similar as possible. In each week
there are 25 hours of lessons.

Our Aim

The purpose of all this is to provide a future for all – we know that good exam results alone are not enough to
secure a positive future. We also have to equip students with the necessary communication, social, networking
and emotional intelligence skills to thrive in the future.
At Philips there is a three-year Key Stage 3 and a two-year Key stage 4. At KS3 and KS4 the Curriculum covers
all the National Curriculum programmes of study and all other statutory requirements. We also have a Character
programme of study from Years 7 to 11.

The aim of KS3 is to:
•

Ensure students are ‘Key Stage 4 Ready’ for subjects they will continue with in Years 10 – 11.

•

Ensure students have enough essential knowledge so that if they stop studying that subject at the end
of Year 9 they have sufficient knowledge to function effectively when discussing that subject and are
aware of the broader implications of that subject.

•

To experience a broad curriculum including a range of Arts and Technology subjects to complement
Maths and English, Sciences, Humanities and Languages.

•

Ensure students have an awareness of how all subjects’ impact on broader aspects of their life.

The aim of the KS4 curriculum is to:
•

Ensure students can access a rich curriculum and choose a broad and balanced portfolio of subjects
to take to examination level.

•

Enable students to achieve the best grades they can to equip them for the next stage in their Education,
Training or Employment.
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PHILIPS HIGH SCHOOL
CURRICULUM

Subjects
All subjects produce a Curriculum Map, which establishes their intent or Big Picture, outlines the main knowledge areas
students will study throughout the academic year, the big question for all Units of Study, Assessment, Homework, Literacy,
SMSC and the use of the Gatsby Benchmarks to develop and improve career provision. Unit Plans are then written for
each unit.
Student progress is assessed through regular Mini Tests and more formal Key Assessed Test(s) every half term. At the end
of the Academic Year, all students sit Exams in their subjects.
Our Pathways
We have four separate Pathways (Aspire, Inspire, Explore and Thrive) in KS4. The Aspire Pathway enables our High
attaining students to study the EBacc Pathway and complete 9 GCSE subjects. The Inspire Pathway enables our Higher
Middle Ability students to complete 8 GCSE subjects and have more time to complete more Academic subjects.
The Explore pathway, enables our Lower Middle Ability and less able students the opportunity to complete 7 GCSE
subjects. This pathway includes a core consisting of English Language, Literature, Maths, Combined Science, two Option
subjects and then the remaining five hours split into two distinct pathways. One pathway of 30 students enrolled onto
the Cadets and character building lessons. The second pathway enrolled onto the Duke of Edinburgh, Pixl Build Up and
Character building lessons.
Finally, The Thrive Pathway, overseen by our SENCO which will include the core KS4 subjects, a Personal Development
Curriculum and either the Cadets or Duke of Edinburgh as above.
We encourage an EBacc pathway where appropriate and our academic, knowledge based Curriculum helps prepare
students for this route, leading to high levels of uptake. However, with no ‘Options blocks’ in the process, students have the
freedom to create the right set of qualifications for them. This is supported by a one-to-one interview with a Senior Leader
and Head of Year to help informed and appropriate choices.

INDEPENDENT STUDY POLICY
We believe that Independent Study is very important to ensure that students practice and reinforce what has been done
in lessons, however, we are keen to promote a work-life balance for the students. Therefore, work set outside of school
hours will have a focus on quality rather than quantity. Students are provided with an Independent Study timetable which
can be accessed through our website. At KS3 students will receive 1 piece of work per week from subjects. At KS4 this
will be increased to 2. Year 7 will have Independent Study introduced across the year subject by subject to introduce
them to the routines. All independent work will be set electronically using an online facility called Show My Homework
(Satchel One) Both the parent and the child will be given log on details. This online tool will help keep track of your child’s
work outside of lessons. Show My Homework will allow you to see the details of the tasks your child has been set. Some
subjects also utilise on-line programs such as MathsWatch and ActiveLearn which allow pupils to complete tasks online.
Revision
All students will receive work which is revision or interleaving of previous topics. Revision is encouraged throughout the
whole school year not just before examinations and is particularly important for KS4 students. Interleaving is the process
where students mix, or interleave, multiple subjects or topics in order to enrich their learning. There is also an expectation
that students also do independent revision aside from their set work commitments.
Independent Study Club
At Philips High School we provide an Independent Study Club. This is especially useful for pupils who find it hard to work
at home, or for some homework tasks that require school resources (books, software, equipment). Teachers will also be
available at different times during the week for students to speak to if you have subject specific questions or need some
support with their Independent Study. Pupils are encouraged to contact their teachers through SMHW.
Sanctions
Incomplete Independent Study or work which is not done to the best of ability will result in a behaviour point which will
automatically trigger a 20-minute detention (regardless of how many behaviour points the student have received during
the day) Teachers will then be able to support pupils to complete the work.
10
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PHILIPS HIGH SCHOOL
ENGLISH

The aim of the English Faculty is to ensure that all pupils develop to the fullest their ability to read,
write and speak English. As pupils develop their communication and expression, their competence in
English will enable pupils to lead full and rewarding lives.
English has two main aims:The first is to prepare the pupils for the demands of adult life by enabling them to communicate
effectively and appropriately in all of the widely differing social situations in which they may find
themselves – including the workplace.
The second is to assist the personal development of the pupils by helping them to make sense of their
experience through language.
The pupils will study the functions and conventions of the English Language. They will be taught to
identify the purpose for which they write and will learn the value of writing as a means of communicating,
remembering, organising, developing ideas, information and equally importantly, as a rich source of
enjoyment.
Oral communication is an integral and important part of the English curriculum and the pupils will be
given the opportunity to speak the language in as many different ways and situations as possible;
individually, in small groups and in large groups.
The pupils will also study Literature. Apart from the obvious benefit of enhancing the pupils’ own use
of language, Literature also encourages a lively and critical understanding and a respect for the world
and its various cultures. With its inevitable concern with human relationships and values, Literature
promotes tolerance and sensitivity. Last, but by no means least, by studying Literature, we aim to
foster an enjoyment of reading and thereby a habit for life.
The pupils’ progress is evaluated and monitored by means of continuous assessment and examinations,
involving pupils to engage with their feedback in order to take ownership of their own progress.

MATHEMATICS

Mathematics at Philips High School is delivered by a determined and hardworking team of teachers. The
mathematics curriculum is designed to deepen pupils’ understanding of core mathematical principles
through a mastery approach; which focuses on the “why” of mathematics. The curriculum focuses on
developing pupils in three strands of mathematical thinking – fluency, reasoning and problem solving
– so that the key skills and processes learnt in the classroom can be applied to practical scenarios.
The mathematics curriculum is planned and sequenced so that new knowledge and skills build on
what has been taught before. It is a constantly reviewed, developed and improved working document.
Opportunities for retrieval are used in starters and interleaving is specifically identified, thus linking
topics. The department is developing a consistent methodology for key topics therefore ensuring
pupils progress through the curriculum confidently.
We believe a firm grasp of key concepts and processes in mathematics is essential to equip pupils to
be comfortable and confident with mathematics. We aim for Philips High pupils to leave school with
these skills and to flourish in their chosen career path.
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PHILIPS HIGH SCHOOL
SCIENCE

All pupils study science throughout their five years at Philips High School. The aims of the Science Department
are to increase pupils’ knowledge, skills and understanding of the physical world around them and to help them
appreciate the relevance of science in their everyday lives. We also aim to give students the skills they need to
succeed; critical thinking, logical deduction, language skills, mathematical skills and the ability to analyse and
interpret data are all developed throughout their time at Philips.
The science department has six specialised laboratories and one classroom which are serviced by our
experienced technician. The department has eight full-time teaching staff, all of whom are specialist science
teachers.

Key Stage 3

Key Stage 4

Science is taught over three periods a week.
Work is topic based and covers areas such as:

At Key Stage 4 we offer Edexcel GCSE Science..
All pupils will be entered for at least two qualifications:

•
•
•
•
•

energy, electricity and forces
chemical and material behaviour
life processes
the environment
earth, solar system and the universe

•
•

Edexcel Combined Science.
Edexcel Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSEs*

* Our most able students can opt to study
three separate Sciences.

Enrichment Activities
We have built strong links with our local schools, colleges and universities. Some of our activities include or
have included:
• Science trip to Geneva and the Large Hadron Collider at CERN
• Trip to Science Museum in Cologne / Science club
• Trips to Lectures at the Royal Institution in London and Manchester University
• Science and Industry Day at Holy Cross
• Master Scientist Competition at Bury College
• Salters Chemistry Festival at Manchester University
• Science of Graphene – MOSI

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

We believe everyone should learn at least one language. Through learning a Modern Foreign Language you
will:
• Gain the satisfaction of communicating abroad and deepening your understanding of another culture;
• Learn to understand your own language and develop broader communication skills by learning other
languages;
• Have broader employment horizons in an International world of commerce; and
• Have fun!
We concentrate our language learning on the four skill areas: listening, speaking, reading and writing. In a typical
lesson you can expect up to 50% speaking work, often in pairs or groups. You learn to talk about yourself, your
life, your likes and dislikes, your plans. We also teach you how to cope in a variety of situations abroad, from
ordering a coffee to what to do when your car breaks down! The Languages Faculty at Philips takes pride in its
work and its record of success. It is a dynamic Faculty which strives to make languages accessible to pupils.
We have run trips to Paris and we planned to go to Nice in 2020. Currently pupils at Philips High School study
French in Years 7 to 9. Pupils choose French as an option if they wish to study French at GCSE level.
12
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PHILIPS HIGH SCHOOL
GEOGRAPHY

Geography as a subject has never been more relevant with issues such as climate change, natural hazards,
population and globalisation and we use these issues as a framework to provide material from which pupils will
develop an understanding and appreciation of our world. Pupils are encouraged to explore the geographical
background through a variety of political, economic, environmental and social issues so that they might foster
a better understanding of the different communities and cultures that exist. We currently have global links with
schools in China, Japan, Ghana, and Botswana.
We encourage our pupils to be good citizens and demonstrate an awareness of their rights and responsibilities.
A wide variety of skills are also taught and practised which will be of long-term value. For example, the
observation, collection, representation, analysis, interpretation of data, including maps and photographs are
skills which are developed through the contribution made by local and national fieldwork or geographical
enquiry in the curriculum. Pupils are encouraged to use ICT in their work and pupils use the internet and
Geographical Information Systems to help enhance their learning.
Pupils’ work is continually assessed and analysed for their ability to recall specific facts as well as to demonstrate
and appreciate a wide variety of geographical concepts and skills. The testing of pupils takes a variety of forms
and is designed to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum. In Years 10 and 11, pupils follow AQA
GCSE Geography and field trips are carried out to the Lake District, Malham, Cleveleys and we have recently
had successful trips to Iceland and Naples.

HISTORY

History is a very popular and successful subject at Philips High School. We want to encourage students to enjoy
studying the past and develop the skills, knowledge and understanding necessary to achieve success at GCSE.
History is a fascinating subject, full of interesting people, places, events and colourful stories about the lives of
others before us. Knowing about history enables students to develop into mature, considerate adults, capable
of forming their own opinions and making decisions about their life. We want students to enjoy finding out about
their past to make full use of the Internet and interactive teaching materials, giving students modern skills that
they can use in their everyday lives. The History department has developed an engaging, meaningful and fun
curriculum which draws out students’ natural curiosity and develops a thirst for learning about the past and how
it shapes and moulds the future. The department offers a range of additional activities for students. We have a
‘Making History’ after school club which involves making models of trenches and castles. We have organised
a number of field visits including a recent special visit to the battlefields of the First World War in France and
Belgium where we were very proud to have two of our students lay a wreath at the Last Post ceremony at
Menin Gate to remember those from our area who died during the Great War. The History department is also
in the process of planning trips to Berlin and Auschwitz. We also organise trips to local places such the Slavery
Museum in Liverpool and the Fusiliers Museum in Bury.
In Year 7 students learn about the Battle of Hastings and learn how to use evidence to find out about life in
England during the Middle Ages. Pupils will study the impact of the Tudors on England with a special focus on
Henry VIII and Elizabeth I. Finally, pupils finish the year with a focus on empire and slavery. During Year 8 our
students study the Suffragettes, the First World War. From a local perspective we look at the impact WWI had
on Whitefield/Bury and the school in which several pupils from the boys’ school lost their lives. As the year
progresses pupils will turn their attention to the rise of Hitler, causes of WW2, Battles of WW2, the home front
and the Holocaust. In Year 9 we encourage our students to consider History within the wider world and the
significance of those events and periods. Students start the year by looking at the US Civil Rights movement,
the early Cold War and the Vietnam War. As pupils develop their depth of knowledge we begin to analyse the
events of the mid to later Cold War. As students conclude their studies in Year 9 we study the history of terrorism
from the Gun Power Plot to the Troubles in Northern Ireland and finally the impact of 9/11. At GCSE we study
the Edexcel GCSE History (9-1) course. Students complete four different modules on Life in Germany 1919-39,
Medicine through time in Britain, Early Elizabethan England, and The Era of the Cold War.
13
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PHILIPS HIGH SCHOOL
COMPUTING

The aim of the Computing and ICT curriculum is to enrich and extend learning throughout the curriculum
using computer technology. Pupils are taught to use everyday packages along with more specialist
software to develop skills in web creation, programming and game design and graphics. In addition
they will learn about hardware and the infrastructure of technology and devices. We aim to give pupils
confidence and pleasure in using ICT through teaching the skills and providing opportunities to use
computers in all areas of their studies.
The school has over 300 networked computers available for pupils to use. There are four networked
computer rooms, all of which are used by other subjects regularly when not required by the Computing
department. In addition there are computers within some of the other subject areas where specialist
software is required solely for those departments e.g. Art and Tech. The Library has a suite of networked
PC systems for pupils to use for private study. The Learning Support Department has its own room
with a selection of PC computers.
Each PC on the network has a connection to the Internet. Pupils are able to use this resource under
supervision to enhance their studies. A secure log on facility, via the school website, allows pupils
to access work stored within their own password-protected areas from home to continue homework/
coursework.
Pupils are encouraged to work on the computers at lunchtimes and after school in support of their
studies. Every pupil has a password-protected area on the network. The school has 3 ICT Technicians
to support staff and pupils in their work.
In years 7, 8 and 9 pupils have timetabled lessons in Computing during which time they follow a newly
designed curriculum based on the National Curriculum for Computing. In years 10 and 11, pupils have
the option to study BTEC Digital Information Technology or a Computer Science GCSE.
The BTEC Digital Information Technology is a GCSE equivalent qualification that builds on young
people’s love of digital devices. It is a largely ‘hands on’ course with a 30% written theory exam in the
final year of the course. The nature of the Controlled Assessment, with its emphasis on ‘doing’ rather
than just ‘writing about’ helps develop important transferable skills including problem solving, creative
thinking and collaborative working in order to create graphics/business products, web content/web
pages and spreadsheets amongst other things.
Computer Science GCSE enables candidates to develop their understanding of current and emerging
technologies, understanding of how they work and apply this knowledge and understanding in a range
of contexts. Pupils will have an understanding of the use of algorithms in computer programs to solve
problems using a range of programming languages. They are able to evaluate the effectiveness of
computer programs/solutions and the impact of and issues related to the use of computer technology
in society.
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ART

Through the practice of art, students develop their powers of observation, self-discipline and
concentration, control of media, manual dexterity, imagination, enjoyment and aesthetic judgement. It
is therefore an integral part of general education.
At Key Stage 3, students are taught basic skills in pencil work, painting techniques, printmaking, textile
art; computer aided art and three-dimensional work, together with specialist vocabulary. The core Art
curriculum focuses on: line, tone, texture, shape, form, pattern, proportion, composition, structure and
colour. Students are encouraged to develop independent learning skills, which can be transferable
across the curriculum. At Key Stage 4 students have all the knowledge to build upon prior learning and
confidently develop their own ideas from conception to realisation.
Projects seek to combine investigative and making skills and critical studies. In practical work, students
study artists, craftspeople, designers and cultures of both the past and the present.

CHARACTER

Every decision in life should be an informed one. Through the Character programme we wish to
equip students with the skills, knowledge and competencies, distinct from their academic work, to
help them succeed in the future. We wish them to be aware of the risks and consequences of the
choices they make in their lives to remain physically and mentally healthy. Philips High School has
a strong commitment to the personal, social and emotional development of every child in its care.
In accordance with the school ethos. National Curriculum for Citizenship, Religious Education and
statutory and non-statutory guidance for personal, social and health education (PSHE), we aim to
educate pupils so that they become emotionally strong, capable adults who can make safe, informed
decisions throughout their adult lives. Lessons are delivered on Drop Down Days and through a
tailored assembly programme. Pupils are signposted to appropriate services to access further support
and advice and external agencies support our Drop Down Days incorporating PSHE, Citizenship and
Careers lessons.
All pupils in Y7-Y11 will receive weekly Character lessons which will focus on leadership, organisation,
resilience, initiative and communication skills (LORIC), community cohesion (kindness, respect and
living without harm), oracy, wellbeing, e-safety, relationships and sex education, religious education
and careers. All pupils will complete an ongoing personal development profile which will map their
progress and support them with target setting for the future.

CHILD DEVELOPMENT

For September 2020 we are offering a new KS4 course, BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Child
Development. It is made up of 3 components. Components 1 and 2 are internally marked assignments,
each worth 30% of the qualification. Component 3 is a written paper taken in an exam in February of
year 11, this is externally marked and worth the remaining 40%.
Learners will develop applied knowledge and understanding of child development and growth up
to the age of five, how children learn through play and how meeting the needs of individual children
will support their development, play and learning and how to evaluate activities to ensure they best
support all children to develop and to promote inclusion. In a practical learning environment, learners
will have the opportunity to develop knowledge and technical skills.
15
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COMBINED CADET FORCE (CCF)
The Philips High School CCF have had a fantastic first year. Almost all cadets
successfully completed a half-day St Johns training course allowing them to complete
the First Aid section of the BASIC training course.
Prior to COVID-19, pupils were due to attend a Skill at Arms week-end at Holcombe
Moor but unfortunately this has had to be cancelled. The aim of the weekend was to
get all cadets qualified on the Cadet GP Rifle, therefore completing a second section
of the BASIC course. It will be re-arranged next year.
Currently all training is on hold so the details of this will be confirmed as and when
Cadet Branch resume.
In addition to the SAA cancellation, Summer Camp was also cancelled. This camp is part of the BASIC training
and only happens at the end of the Summer Term. Cadet Branch has suggested alternative provisions will be
arranged for those cadets in year 11 who will miss out on 2021 Camp.
During the next academic year the Cadets will be undertaking an additional qualification in Health and Fitness
alongside the BASIC training - BTEC Tech Award in Sport, Activity and Fitness. This is a 2 year Level 2 course
made of up 3 components as follows:•

Understanding the body and the supporting technology for sport and activity

•

The principles of training, nutrition and psychology for sport and activity

•

Applying the principles of sport and activity.

Within these components, learners will also develop transferable skills in communication, team work and
leadership to support them in their next steps after year 11.
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
Design Technology is about designing and making objects that will solve problems and make things
better – for example articles to help disabled people or educational toys for young children. Problem
solving is at the heart of Design Technology and to handle problems effectively a problem solving
method is taught to all pupils. Initially pupils will undertake basic skills courses in the areas of food;
fabric and hard materials such as wood; plastics and electronics. Pupils will then be expected to utilise
these skills in technological projects which will increase in complexity as pupils progress through the
levels of Attainment set by the National Curriculum.
The skills used in Design Technology can be grouped in two categories:
• Designing and making skills;
• Knowledge and understanding.
The section on designing and making skills sets out the skills and techniques required to design
and make products. The knowledge and understanding section lists knowledge that underpins the
application of these skills. The sections are closely related: for example, knowing which making
techniques to apply to a particular material depends on understanding its working characteristics.
The National Curriculum sets out three essential types of activity for pupils:
• Designing and making assignments;
• Focused practical tasks;
• Investigating, disassembling and evaluating familiar products and applications.
Designing and making assignments provide pupils with the opportunity to put their capability to work
to develop products that meet real needs and wants.
Activities in which pupils investigate, disassemble and evaluate familiar products and applications
give pupils the opportunity to explore existing products and use what they find out to add to their own
skills, knowledge and understanding.
Problem solving in Design Technology allows all pupils to contribute; not just the academic child, but
equally those with creative, artistic, and practical abilities. They will be provided with opportunities
to apply ideas that have been learned in other subjects such as Maths, Science and Humanities in
stimulating and creative situations.
At Key Stage 4 we offer NCFE Level 1 – 2 Engineering. This qualification is designed for learners who
want an introduction to engineering that includes a vocational and project-based element.
The qualification will appeal to learners who wish to pursue a career in the engineering sector or
progress onto further study.
For the Food Technology option we offer Level 1/2 Hospitality and Catering where learners will
understand how the industry operates and how it addresses nutrition and food safety. Learners will
also develop food preparation and cooking skills.
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DRAMA & THE PERFORMING ARTS
Drama at Philips High School is a predominately practical subject. Students will experience a curriculum that
will equip them with both knowledge and skills of creating and performing, but a curriculum that also aims to
enhance students’ knowledge of history, literacy and culture.
As Drama does not have its own National Curriculum, our Drama curriculum here at Philips, is heavily influenced
by other subjects’ National Curriculum frameworks. Students’ social, moral and cultural understanding is further
enriched by topics and stimuli we use to inspire. Students reading and inference skills will be enhanced via
script texts we study and students’ knowledge of history is boosted via differing genres and styles of theatre
explored, and their appropriate context. At KS3 Drama is offered to all year groups. Pupils will learn about the
mechanics of Drama and performing; such as performance skills and techniques to build a scene or storyline.
However, as well as the mechanics of Drama, pupils will study and learn through Drama. Drama is underpinned
by a core sense of improving the vital life skills of all pupils such as; speaking and listening, team work, empathy,
creativity and confidence. Currently, at KS4, students are offered a vocational qualification. Students will study
the BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts – Acting. This course is designed to prepare students for a career in
the acting profession. It is equivalent to 1 GCSE – if a Level 2 is reached and passed.
The aim of this course is to develop an understanding of the skills and techniques used in Drama alongside
important life skills, solidifying and enhancing learning that was experienced at KS3. Through practical work
students will foster individual awareness and group interaction.
Students will study 3 Components over 2 years.
•

Component 1

- Exploring the Performing Arts. Internally Assessed.

•

Component 2 - Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts. Internally Assessed.

•

Component 3 - Performing to a Brief. Externally Assessed.

Pupils WILL BE expected to perform.
Pupils will have the opportunity to perform a range of acting styles from established repertoire such as ‘Blood
Brothers’, ‘Two’ and ‘Curious Incident’ throughout the course.
Each individual will be required to produce a portfolio which records their progress.
In their practical exam students will:
•

Create a workshop Performance in groups of a maximum of 7 learners.

•

Evaluate the development process and outcome in response to the set brief

FOOD & NUTRITION (KS3)
Everyone needs to consume food on a daily basis; our aim is to develop an understanding of food, healthy
eating, food purchasing, storage, preparation and making skills so that pupils can make informed decisions in
adult life about the food that they are consuming.
Food by its very nature is a creative practical and fun subject. It allows pupils to be imaginative and hands on.
Producing a product that is then taken home and shared with family and friends gives students a real sense of
achievement and self-worth.

KS3

YEAR 7

How food fuels the body. Different methods of cooking.

YEAR 8

How to prepare and cook food safely. Ethical and sustainable food choices.

YEAR 9

How fats, oils and raising agents are used in different foods.
18
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HOSPITALITY AND CATERING

At KS4 we offer Level 1/2 Hospitality and Catering. This course is new to the school for September 2020.
It is made up of a 1.5hour exam (40%) and a piece of coursework (60%) that is a mixture of written and
practical work. This course has been designed to develop knowledge and understanding related to a
range of hospitality and catering providers; how they operate and what they have to take into account
to be successful. There is the opportunity to learn about issues related to nutrition and food safety and
how they affect successful hospitality and catering operations. Learners will also have the opportunity to
develop some food preparation and cooking skills. Practical lessons will focus on highly skilled dishes and
how to present them.

LEARNING SUPPORT
The Learning Support Department offers support in various ways. We seek to work effectively with parents/
carers. Learning Support requirements vary from individual to individual: some children may need extra
help for all their secondary lives, others may need help in the short term. Individual assessment ensures
that each pupil receives the appropriate support. For those children with a learning difficulty, small group
tuition may be offered, often working closely with specialist teachers. When appropriate, in-class support
is sometimes offered, benefiting both subject teachers and pupils in need of extra help. Pupils with
behavioural/emotional problems are supported in close liaison with the pastoral team, outside agencies
and the Heads of Year. The school offers a wide curriculum which is always available to all children and
the above methods of support ensure pupils are supported.
For pupils with physical and medical problems, the Learning Support Department works closely with the
parents, outside agencies and the LEA advisor to provide appropriate resources.
Through constant co-ordination within the school with Heads of Department and outside school with the
Borough’s specialists, the Learning Support Department ensures that each pupil is given the chance to
achieve their potential.

MUSIC

Music is taught throughout the school in line with the National Curriculum. Years 7 to 9 are encouraged to
perform, compose and listen to a wide variety of Music. Pupils have the opportunity to make appropriate
use of ICT and develop their understanding of Music from different periods, countries and cultures. At KS4
a good number of students each year choose to study Music GCSE or BTEC.
Practical skills are developed within the classroom through the use of electronic keyboards and a suite
of computer workstations. Instrumental tuition provided by Bury Music Service enables pupils to receive
individual or group lessons on a wide variety of instruments. Also our successful musical academies in
guitar and brass encourage and develop instrumental music playing in a larger group lesson.
The Music Department currently runs lunchtime and after school sessions most days including choir,
keyboard and ukulele/guitar club, brass and rock bands. Students of all abilities and ages are encouraged
to join in and build their confidence. We have an open door policy for all pupils to enable them to work at
lunchtime, on any day of the week, to develop their performing and composing skills.

Each year a number of formal and informal concerts take place at Philips High School. In previous years
these have ranged from; solo and ensemble performances at the Christmas and Summer concerts, Talent
Shows, Celebration Evenings and Open Evenings. Musical productions with the Drama department also
take place throughout the year. There are lots of fun activities to get involved in whatever your taste in
music. We are open to ideas for any new musical ventures!
19

STRIVING FOR SUCCESS WORKING TOGETHER ASPIRE TO EXCELLENCE RESPECT FOR ALL

PHILIPS HIGH SCHOOL
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The Department offers a skill based approach in the following major sports, both during lessons and
in extra-curricular time, to all pupils depending on age and sex; Hockey, Badminton, Football, Netball,
Basketball, Rugby, Cross-Country, Track and Field Athletics and Cricket. We also aim to develop
expression and creativity through Gymnastics and Dance. We aim to engender a positive attitude to
a healthy active life throughout all lessons and health related fitness lessons through both KS3 and
KS4. In addition, senior pupils are offered a variety of minor sports/leisure activities and these have
included Yoga, Trampolining, Health Related fitness, Weight Training and Aerobics/Dance.
Competition is a strong element in all Physical Education teaching and thus as a development of the
games teaching, we have a strong inter-school fixture list. During the Autumn and Spring terms the
school is involved in Boys and Girls Football, Basketball, Rugby Union, Hockey, Netball and Cross
Country fixtures after school during the week. During the summer term there are boys and girls Track
and Field Athletics meetings, Cricket, Rugby League matches and Rounders matches. Moreover,
the school is successfully involved in various competitions organised by the Bury Schools’ Sports
Association and beyond and through these many pupils have gone on to gain representative honours.
Pupils are also regularly involved in inter-house/form competitions.
In general, the aims of the Department are for improved standards of sportsmanship, awareness of
others, care of oneself and other people and above all a genuine desire for and the enjoyment of
participating in physical activity to whatever standard suits the child’s needs. We now have a Fitness
Club run by a Strength & Conditioning Coach on a Friday after school.
BTEC First in Sport can help you take your first steps towards a career in sport and fitness. Pupils learn
essential skills such as training for personal fitness, encouraging sports participation, anatomy and
physiology and organising and leading events and activities.

PSYCHOLOGY
Our GCSE Psychology curriculum has been designed to offer pupils the chance to demonstrate
relevant, comprehensive knowledge and understanding of psychological ideas, processes and
procedures, and apply these correctly to both familiar and unfamiliar contexts. Big questions are
used to challenge learners and inspire pupils to explore all possibilities. Emphasis is placed on using
accurate psychological terminology by the referencing and exploration of keystone words. Pupils are
encouraged to use a range of mathematical skills relevant to research methods in psychology and
critically analyse psychological information, constructing a sustained line of reasoning that leads to
substantiated judgements. Opportunities are provided within the curriculum to evaluate psychological
ideas and research methodology, developing well-evidenced conclusions from competing viewpoints.
The course materials provide content that is modern, interesting and accessible for pupils of all abilities,
providing excellent progression to further studies in Psychology. The OCR 9-1 specification is closely
followed and includes, Criminal Psychology, Development, Psychological Problems, Social Influence,
Memory, Sleep and Dreaming and Research Methods.
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PUPIL GUIDANCE & SUPPORT

At Philips High School we want to ensure that your child achieves their full potential within a caring
and supportive environment. When difficulties arise the Care and Guidance Team will be available to
help, support and advise both you and your child.
Each pupil will be assigned to a Form Tutor and two Heads of Year, one teaching and one non-teaching
who will be responsible for looking after the welfare of the pupil throughout the year. Any issues and
concerns should be directed to the Form Teacher in the first instance. The Head of Year would become
involved with more serious issues. If a pupil is in need of specialist advice and/or support they may be
referred to a variety of outside agencies.
Excellent punctuality and attendance is expected at Philips High School. The Attendance Officer
monitors pupils’ attendance and punctuality and works closely with the Care and Guidance Team and
the Educational Welfare Service to support pupils to approve attendance.
Please note that both Care and Guidance and Intervention staff want to work closely with parents and
carers. We recognise the necessity of close partnership between home and school in order to ensure
that all children can achieve their potential.

PLACE2BE
Philips High School is now into its second year of working with a National
Charity called Place2B whose work involves supporting schools to
improve the confidence and wellbeing of children and young people.
Place2B provides emotional and therapeutic support to pupils, families
and staff in more than 250 schools nationwide.
It gives pupils a space to express themselves through talking and
creative work and to think about any worries they might have. Place2B
also provides support for parents and staff too.

PLACE2TALK
One of the most popular aspects of this service is called ‘Place2Talk’. This is open to all pupils, and
they can make an appointment to spend 15 minutes with a qualified counsellor, either by themselves
or with a friend to come and discuss any issues or worries they may have. On average, about a third
of pupils in Place2B’s schools take advantage of this service every year.
For further information contact Gail Samuels at GSamuels@philipshigh.co.uk
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REALISTIC CHOICES/CAREERS
Kevin Welch from Realistic Choices offers career
guidance support to students on Mondays in
Philips High School. Realistic Choices works
closely with students, parents, teachers and
outside agencies to offer information, advice
and guidance to students. Career guidance
involves raising aspirations of young people and
empowering students to make informed, realistic
choices for the future.

Guidance is offered at key points throughout students’ education and continues until students
complete their education in Year 11 and progress into further education, employment or training. This
support is offered to students through one to one careers guidance interviews, group work sessions,
parent’s evening and careers events.
If a student would like to arrange an interview they can contact Kevin Welch directly or speak to the
Careers Co-ordinator Mr Colin Duxbury.

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
The Religious Studies Department aims to enable students to develop respect for others and their
beliefs, explore their own beliefs, build their sense of identity and belonging and consider their
responsibilities to themselves and others. We aim to provide a safe space for students to reflect,
discuss and debate their own views and of those around them.
In KS3, we study the 6 main religions of the world which are Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism,
Hinduism and Buddhism. We look at their beliefs, actions and significant leaders. We examine the
religious buildings, people and how they express their faith in the world that we live in today. We
have trips to visit the local Synagogue, Gurdwara, Church and Mosque. We also study Religious Ethics
and in Year 9 students will examine themes around animal rights, prejudice and discrimination, crime
and punishment and relationships and families. We explore these themes from different religious
viewpoints but with a focus of the main tradition in Britain which is Christianity.
At KS4 all students study core Religious and Ethical studies. However, students can opt for GCSE
Religious Studies. We follow the AQA Specification; topic areas include – Beliefs, teachings and
practices of Christianity and Sikhism. Thematic studies of: Relationships and Families, Religion and
Life, The Existence of God and Revelation, Peace and Conflict, Crime and Punishment and Human
Rights and Social Justice.
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PHILIPS HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY

Our Library is a vibrant and welcoming space for reading and working for all pupils and staff.
Open every day it is staffed by librarian Mrs Day and a team of pupil librarians. Pupil librarians help
to run the School Library by assisting with enquiries and locating books, positions can be applied for
annually. It is open to all at break, lunchtimes and after school for Independent Study.
There are 12 computers available for homework and school related internet research. There are
comfortable seats and bean bags for pupils to read and relax on. We have 3000 books for pupils to
read or borrow; including fiction, reference books, non-fiction, manga and graphic novels, there are
also a number of magazines and comics which pupils can read.
Every year we celebrate World Book Day and run events to make it an inspiring day which encourages
and promotes reading and a love of books. We also participate annually in the Bolton Book Award.
There are regular visits from authors and we have welcomed Tony Walsh and Frank Cottrell Boyce to
our school in the past. Pupils can search the library catalogue online and suggestions for new titles
are always welcomed.

EXAMPLES OF ALTERNATIVE PROVISION OFFERED
TO SOME PUPILS AT PHILIPS HIGH SCHOOL

THE MANCHESTER CITY PROJECT

Philips High school has embarked on a working relationship with Manchester City Football Club. MCFC
Premier League offers a comprehensive programme to young students with problematic behaviour,
attendance and attainment issues. Our Attendance Officer Iain McLellan coordinates the programme
and selection is agreed with each Head of Year.
The aim of the programme is to improve Personal Development and specifically target a student’s
individual needs. The programme will help PHS prioritise and address significant issues and offer the
selected students support that will be beneficial to their education and well-being. Each individual
student will be set specific action plans around their development whilst on the project outlining their
personal goals to work for as they complete the course and gain a qualification as a result.
At the end of the school year a detailed case study around behaviour attendance and achievement
will evidence the impact of this proviso and its impact on each student.

TEENS & TODDLERS

Teens and Toddlers is an educational programme that is organised by Power 2, a leading youth
development charity, working with schools with a focus on helping to give young people the skills and
power to build a better future. The programme is co-ordinated by the school SENDCO and the school
programme link from Power 2 is Tracy Clark Walker.
The programme is delivered on one morning or afternoon per week over 16 weeks. We target young
people at risk of not achieving their academic potential at a crucial stage of their lives. Young people will:
•
•
•

Act as a mentor and a role model to a child in a nursery
Have the opportunity to gain a national qualification in Interpersonal Skills
Engage in group work learning which includes coaching to boost their confidence and aspirations

More information about Power 2 and the development courses they offer can be found here:
https://www.power2.org
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PHILIPS HIGH SCHOOL STAR AWARD
Achieve 7/10 in S T A or R targets to receive a badge.
Achieve all 4 standards for the Headteacher STAR AWARD
STRIVING FOR

SUCCESS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

100% Attendance for a term
No lates in a term
No detentions in a term
No negative house points in a half term
No failed standard signatures on Gold card in a half term
Achieve or take part in a national recognised award or competition
Take part in a school based course or programme
Hold a position of responsibility for a term
Help out at 3 school events
Prefect/Senior Prefect/Head Boy or Girl

RESPECT
FOR ALL
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

WORKING

TOGETHER

Taking part in a charity event 1
Showcase Philips High School to the wider community 2
Showcase talent at Achievement Assembly 3
Take part in an event on Sports Day 4
Achieve a Personal Best in inter-form cross country 5
Take part in a school production/concert 6
Take an active roll in an assembly 7
Write an article for a school publication 8
Pupil Receptionist for a day/tour guide 9
Pupil Leadership Team 10

No behaviour negatives in a term
Going above and beyond to promote the school ethos
Going above and beyond to support members of the community
Showing commitment to improving the school environment
Complimentary comments from members of the public or staff
Receive the Form Tutor Respect Certificate at Awards Assembly
Positively contribute/promote school respect campaign
Random act of kindness recorded as a good citizen
TO EXCELLENCE
Random act of kindness no.2
Random act of kindness no.3
Receive HA or MP on your Achievement Certificate 1
Exceed target in a KAT 2
Exceed target in a KAT, in another subject 3
Take up a new activity for a term 4
Take part in an extra-curricular club for a term 5
Piece of work recognised by the Headteacher 6
Achieve termly targets in 6 subjects 7
Gain a Gold PPR Effort Certificate 8
Attend 10 revision/homework club sessions 9
Actively participate in Cadets/D of E Award/Volunteering 10

ASPIRE
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