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Assembly Time  

Circular 1/94 states that “Collective worship in schools should aim to provide the 

opportunity for pupils to worship God, to consider spiritual and moral issues and to 

explore their own beliefs; to encourage participation and response, whether through 

active involvement in the presentation of worship or through listening to and joining in 

the worship offered; and to develop community spirit, promote a common ethos and 

shared values, and reinforce positive attitudes.” 

Assemblies and the theme presented are of a broadly Christian character, the assembly may 

contain acts of worship that are broadly in the tradition of another religion, and acts of worship 

which contain elements drawn from a number of different faiths (see section 7(1) of the 

Education Reform Act (and the corresponding section of the Education Act 1993). It is 

intended they should: - 

▪ Promote awareness of and respect for the values and ideas of other cultures.  

▪ Promote respect for and understanding of other people and any challenges their life 

and situation presents.  

▪ Be a celebration of festivals and significant events.  

▪ Introduce a wider understanding of human issues and invite representatives of 

charities, cultural organisations, etc. into the school.  

▪ Provide a focus to regularly celebrate the achievements and work of individuals, teams, 

groups, societies and the school as a whole.  

 

Pupils take part in two assemblies per week, one as a year group and one as part their relevant 

key stage. These periods of time in the school week are a vital and integral part of pupils 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development. The assembly rota supports the provision 

of SMSC and the promotion of fundamental British values at Philips High School (see SMSC 

Policy). 

In conjunction with their Form Teacher, pupils should take responsibility for the theme of the 

assembly and its delivery.  A ‘moment for reflection’ should be included as part of the assembly 

and form time should be used to discuss this and any issues/discussions that may arise from 

the theme of the assembly.   

The assembly rota is drawn up by the Head of Religious Studies and distributed to all staff. 

There is a folder in the staff shared area with suggestions for assembly topics as well as 

examples of previous assemblies.  

Safeguarding Assemblies 

These assemblies will be scheduled every term but may be called without notice as necessary. 

Attendance Assembly 

These will take place each half term.  Information for this will be provided by the attendance 

officer and the assembly will be led by the Heads of Year 

Rewards Assembly 
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These will take place once a term and will be led by the Heads of Year.  These assemblies 

are to celebrate the successes of all pupils and reward pupils who have gained positive 

achievement points and have contributed to the life of the school and their form.   

Achievement Assembly 

These will take place once a term and will be led by the Heads of Year.  These assemblies 

are to reward pupils’ achievements in their subjects.   

The parental right to withdraw a child from attending collective worship are freely exercisable 

and Philips High School will give effect to any such request. Parents are not obliged to state 

their reasons for seeking withdrawal.  
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