
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Well, what can I say, as I approach my fourth year as Headteacher of Philips High School we have been 
once again dealt a difficult hand to deal with the outbreak of the Coronavirus.   I would like to re-assure all of 
you that the school and it’s amazing staff are working very hard through this difficult time and will continue to 
set work on Show My Homework for all pupils.  We are providing a safe and educational environment for the 
children of Key Workers’ and vulnerables.   Arrangements have been made for those pupils who require free 
school meals.  

 

Please keep up to date by visiting our Twitter Account  @PhilipsHigh and the School Website 
www.philipshighschool.co.uk where we will continue to publish DFE Guidance, links for help and advice and 
lots of other useful information.  We sent out a survey to all parents.  Thank you to those who took the time 
to complete it.  We will now analyse the results to further improve our systems.  

 

I would like to thank all of you for your continued support during this challenging time.  We have received 
many positive and encouraging messages – please keep sending them.  It is times like this that we all need 
to pull together to provide the best education for your children whilst keeping safe and healthy.  

 

As you can see from the Newsletter Philips High grows from strength to strength.  The last term was full of 
amazing activities and involved several hundred children.  I would like to thank my hardworking staff for 
going above and beyond in organising these trips. 

 

Unfortunately, many trips have had to be cancelled or postponed due to the current crisis.  Please be 
assured that as soon as we are up and running we will begin planning to ensure pupils do not miss out. 

 

Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish you good health and express my thanks to you all.  Please do not 
panic or be too stressed about schoolwork.  If you are confused by anything please e-mail 
SMHW@philipshigh.co.uk and we will try and resolve any issues. 

 
Look after yourselves and be safe. 

 
Ms T Owen 

HEADTEACHER  

SPRING NEWSLETTER—2020 

http://www.philipshighschool.co.uk
mailto:SMHW@philipshigh.co.uk
https://twitter.com/PhilipsHigh
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O 
n Tuesday 4th February, BAE systems and The Royal Navy Roadshow 
came to Philips High. Year 7 were treated to an hour of Science, 
Technology, Careers advice and fun demonstrations. From piloting a 
lunar rover to rowing a 200m stretch of water. Lots of useful 

information on our carbon footprint and how to minimise it in the years ahead. 
The pupils were engaged and I was surprised to see how much they had 
retained when I asked questions days later!. Hopefully we can have them back 
next year! 
 
 



Visit to Philips High School by Frank Cottrell Boyce 
10 January 2020 

F 
rank Cottrell Boyce  is a successful British screenwriter whose film credits 
include Welcome to Sarajevo and  24 Hour Party People. Millions, his 
debut children's novel, won the 2004 Carnegie Medal and was shortlisted 
for the Guardian Children's Fiction Award, it is also a fantastic film. He 

also collaborated with Danny Boyle in writing the Opening Ceremony for the 2012 
Olympic Opening Ceremony in London. 

He is from Liverpool and has written for Coronation Street and Doctor Who, he 

has also appeared on University Challenge. He studied English at Oxford 

University and is a Professor of Reading at Liverpool University 

Before the Christmas Holidays all Year7 pupils at Philips High School were given 
a copy of one of Frank’s novels to encourage reading for pleasure; Millions, 
Framed, Cosmic, Astounding Broccoli Boy and Sputnik’s Guide to Life on Earth. 
As a result of this Frank generously offered  to come into school and talk to the 
pupils about his work and judge a 300 word short story competition which was 
based on his novel titles. 

He captivated the pupils with his stories of school life and readings from his books 
and then spent some time reading the short stories and choosing the winner, who 
was lucky enough to have his story read by Frank. It was a truly wonderful day 
and staff and pupils alike were proud to welcome Frank to Philips.  

Frank Cottrell Boyce with the Y7 Short Story Competition Winners 

 



 

T 
hursday March 5

th
 saw World Book Day celebrated at 

Philips High School and there were plenty of events 

and activities for pupils and staff to get involved with 

to celebrate literacy and reading. 

Some pupils and staff dressed as their favourite literary 

characters and staff members read their favourite books to 

pupils throughout the day. World Book Day vouchers were 

distributed and in the library at lunchtimes, pupils listened to 

Harry Potter read by Stephen Fry and completed word 

searches. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

We were delighted to take a group of Year 9 and 10 pupils over 

to Higher Lane Primary to read World Book Day books to the 

pupils, who were thrilled. 

All in all, literally a triumph.   

Mrs V Day 

World Book Day 2020 



             

 Recommended Reads from the Secret Reader 

 

 

 

     

                                                                  

Fred awoke to find that a snake was watching him and that there was an 

aeroplane in the trees. It was on fire. Being on fire was a quality it shared 

with much of the surrounding jungle. 

After crashing hundreds of miles from civilisation in the Amazon rainforest 

Fred, Con Lila and Max are utterly alone and in grave danger. They have 

no food, no water and no chance of being rescued. But they are alive and 

they have hope. 

 

The gods of the Myriad were as real as the coastlines and currents, and as 

merciless as the winds and whirlpools. Now the gods are dead, but their 

means are stirring beneath the waves. 

Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella dreams of the faraway lands her 

cartographer father once mapped. When her best friend disappears, she’s 

determined to be part of the search party. 

Guided by an ancient map and her knowledge of the stars, Isabella 

navigates the island’s dangerous Forgotten Territories. But beneath the dry 

rivers and dead forests, a fiery myth is stirring from its sleep. 

 

Enter the world of Charlie’s four unlikely friends, discover their story and 

their most important life lessons. 

The conversations of the boy, the mole, the fox and the horse have been 

shared thousands of times. 



 

IMPORTANT  

Facts For Parents and Carers About E-Cigarettes & Vaping 

E-cigarettes are exploding in popularity, and are being used by both adolescents and adults. They are 

not a safe alternative to cigarette smoking. 

E-cigarettes, personal vaporizers, vape pens, e-cigars, pod systems, e-hookah, or vaping devices, are 

products that produce an aerosolized mixture containing flavoured liquids and nicotine that is inhaled 

by the user. E-cigarettes can resemble traditional tobacco products like cigarettes, cigars, pipes, or 

common gadgets like flashlights, flash drives, or pens. 

The American Academy of Paediatrics (AAP) supports actions to prevent children and youth from using 

or being exposed to the vapour from e-cigarettes. 

Here are facts and tips to help parents and carers address E-cigarette use and exposure to 

vaping. 

Are They Safe? 

The solution in e-cigarette devices and vapour contains harmful chemicals like antifreeze (made from 
one of two chemicals: propylene glycol or ethylene glycol), diethylene glycol, and carcinogens like 
nitrosamines which can cause cancer. 

 The nicotine in e-cigarettes is addictive and can harm brain development. 

E-cigarettes are not recommended as a way to quit smoking. 

 In some cases, e-cigarette devices have exploded, causing burns or fires. 

Second-hand smoke/vapour from e-cigarettes is harmful to growing lungs. 

 Long-term health effects on users and bystanders are still unknown. 

Stop Vaping Now! 

 The Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) are investigating an outbreak of severe lung       
disease related to vaping that has caused severe illness and death in many US states. 

The American Academy of Paediatrics joins the CDC to remind parents that e-cigarette use is never safe 
for youth, young adults, or pregnant and/or breastfeeding women.  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24958024
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/tobacco/Pages/How-to-Quit-When-the-Smoker-is-You.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/tobacco/Pages/Dangers-of-Secondhand-Smoke.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/basic_information/e-cigarettes/severe-lung-disease.html#latest-outbreak-information


 

 
 E-cigarettes can be used to smoke or "vape" marijuana, herbs, waxes, and oils. 

 E-cigarettes are not yet regulated nor approved for smoking cessation by the US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), and the long-term health effects to users and bystanders are still unknown. 
Due to the lack of regulation, the chemical compounds in an e-cigarette device can vary between 
brands. 

 The best way to protect your children is to never smoke or vape near them. Talk with your doctor 
about quitting all tobacco. Never smoke indoors, in your car, or in places that children spend time. 

Dangers to Youth: 

 E-cigarettes are the most commonly-used tobacco product among teens. In 2018, over 20% of 

high school students reported having used e-cigarettes in the last 30 days. 

 E-cigarettes contain a liquid solution that is usually flavoured. Flavours, which are appealing to 

children, often are things like peach schnapps, java jolt, piña colada, peppermint, bubble gum, or 

chocolate. 

 Youth who use e-cigarettes are more likely to smoke traditional cigarettes in the future. 

 Children are exposed to e-cigarette advertising in the media, and in magazines and billboards. 

Although it is illegal for e-cigarettes to be sold to youth under age 18, they can be ordered online. 

 Risk of Poisoning: 

 E-cigarette solutions can poison children and adults through swallowing or skin contact. 

A child can be killed by very small amounts of nicotine: less than half a teaspoon. See Liquid Nicotine 
Used in E-Cigarettes Can Kill Children. 

 As of 2016, liquid nicotine is required to be sold in childproof packaging. 

 Symptoms of nicotine poisoning include sweating, dizziness, vomiting, increased heart rate 

lethargy, seizures, and difficulty breathing. 

Calls to poison control centres related to e-cigarette devices have skyrocketed in the last 5 years. In 
2014, poison centres in the US reported 3,783 exposures to e-cigarette devices and nicotine liquid, 
compared to only 1,543 exposures in 2013. In 2015, 3,073 exposures were reported.  

 
 
 
Additional Information & Resources:    

Vaping: Dangerous, Available & Addicting 

For Teens: Straight Talk about Smoking 

Raise the Tobacco-Buying Age to 21: AAP Explains Why 

AAP Policy Statement: Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems (AAP Policy Statement) 
E-cigarettes and Young People: A Public Health Concern (CDC.gov) 

E-cigarette Use Among Youth and Young Adults: A Report of the Surgeon 
General (SurgeonGeneral.gov) – This report concluded that youth should not use e-cigarettes due to 
the health effects on users and on others exposed to second-hand e-cigarette aerosol. 

Vaporizers and E-cigarettes (FDA.gov)  

https://www.fda.gov/tobaccoproducts/labeling/productsingredientscomponents/ucm456610.htm
https://www.fda.gov/tobaccoproducts/labeling/productsingredientscomponents/ucm456610.htm
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/at-home/Pages/Liquid-Nicotine-Used-in-E-Cigarettes-Can-Kill-Children.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/at-home/Pages/Liquid-Nicotine-Used-in-E-Cigarettes-Can-Kill-Children.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/teen/substance-abuse/Pages/E-cigarettes.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/teen/substance-abuse/Pages/Teens-and-Smoking.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/teen/substance-abuse/Pages/Raise-the-Tobacco-Buying-Age-to-21.aspx
http://www2.aap.org/richmondcenter/AAPPolicyAdvocacy.html
https://www.cdc.gov/features/ecigarettes-young-people/
https://e-cigarettes.surgeongeneral.gov/documents/2016_SGR_Full_Report_non-508.pdf
https://e-cigarettes.surgeongeneral.gov/documents/2016_SGR_Full_Report_non-508.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/tobaccoproducts/labeling/productsingredientscomponents/ucm456610.htm


 

 
 

Some of the FAB daily challenge work we have received 
via twitter and instagram 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yom Hashoah Memorial Lanterns 
Workshop 

17th March 2020 
 

 
 
 

Caroline Slifkin who has been into school to deliver Yom Hashoah and Holocaust Art 
workshops in previous years came again, this time with funding from The National Lottery to 

create the memorial lanterns. Pupils created sensitive and creative work with fabulous results. 
They really will look fantastic once they are lit up. Pupils learned a lot about the victim groups 

of the Holocaust and the art work that was produced at the time. They left lovely feedback 
about their learning and the whole day workshop – they have shown genuine interest in finding 

more out about artists working in the camps and ghettos. 
 

The lanterns they have produced will be on display in Manchester.  
It should have been 21

st
 April, but this will be delayed until lockdown has passed. 

We look forward to seeing the results. 
 



 

Philips High School Combined Cadet Force 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O 
ur Cadets have made fantastic progress through their basic course this year. They 

have had 1
st
 Aid lessons with an off duty Army Medic which was then supported 

and tested by a visit from St Johns Ambulance. There have been monthly trips to 

the Army Reserve Centre in Bury, where Cadets have been trained on the L98 GP 

Cadet Rifle.  

Back at school, our Cadets have been learning Field Craft techniques, including a game of 

hide and seek in the field to test their camouflage and concealment abilities. We now have a 

STEM kit too which has supported the cadet’s team building and problem solving exercises. 

In mid-March, packs were sent out with details of Summer Camp. This is a weeklong camp 

just before the summer holidays. It includes adventure training, close quarter combat drills, 

obstacle course and much more. It is an experience our cadets will thoroughly enjoy and learn 

a lot from. 

Finally, our cadets have started to develop a fund raising schedule. Whilst we are provided 

with basic equipment, there are other items that we can buy to improve our training and have 

an even greater impact on the Cadets progress. This includes items for onsite training in 

command tasks, to raising money for additional trips and training outside school. 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Dolan, myself, and 10 pupils visited John Holt Architect firm of  3, Manchester Road in 

Bury town centre. It was a cold, bright and blustery Monday morning, the day after storm Ciara 

had ripped through the country and I was worried that we wouldn’t be able to go as the tram 

had stopped running from Whitefield to Bury on Sunday. All was clear though and we arrived 

at the architect’s office at 10am. We had a guided tour of the firm and a talk about the day to 

day life of an architect and the different careers and qualifications. 

Pupils were impeccably behaved throughout the trip and asked pertinent questions, though   
Mr Holts talk was very thorough. Pupils learned a great deal about what is needed.  

Architect Careers Trip  

10th February 2020 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BBC Radio 1 presenter Katie Thistleton visits 
Philips High School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Philips High School Headteacher Tina Owen with Radio 1's Katie Thistleton and Gail Samuels, of Place2Be 

C 
HILDREN from a Bury school have spoken out 

about times when they have had to be brave for a 

BBC Radio 1 feature.  

Presenter Katie Thistleton visited pupils from 

Philips High School, in Whitefield, to speak with them about 

mental health.  

Katie, who is an ambassador for Young Minds and mental 

health charity Place2Be, interviewed pupils and staff about 

bravery, with their accounts being recorded for a programme.  

The visit coincided with Children’s Mental Health Week, 
organised by Place2Be, which provides mental health 
counselling support and training in schools.  
Katie arrived with her producers Jordan Hemingway and Ben 

Cartwright. They spoke with pupils about what bravery 

means to them, and about times when they have had to be 

brave.  

They interviewed Tina Owen, headteacher at Philips High, 

and Gail Samuels, project manager at Place 2Be, about the 

types of issues young people face and how they show 

bravery by speaking up and asking for help.  

Following the meeting and audio recording, the Higher Lane 

school received the following email from Katie and Jordan at 

BBC Radio 1.  

Katie said: “I can’t express how amazing the kids were. I’ve 

never heard young people speak so honestly and intelligently 

about mental health. They are such a gorgeous bunch.  

“Everything they said was brilliant and it’s going to be a tough 

job for Jordan and Ben to cut it down to a couple of minutes! 

They did you proud, spoke so brilliantly about Place2be and 

it’s clearly been amazing for them.”  

Jordan said: “The students we spoke to were incredible and 
spoke so intelligently about young people’s mental health. 
The way they talk about how much of an amazing help 
Place2Be has been as well. It’s going to make an incredible 
package. Tina and Gail said some amazing things too which 
we’ll be including in the show on Sunday. Really appreciate 
all your hard work to make this happen. Please pass on our 
thanks (once again) to the school and students for making 
Katie, Ben and myself so welcome."  
The interviews were broadcast on BBC Radio 1’s Life Hacks 

Programme on Sunday, February 2 at 4pm.  

Philips High School said they pride themselves on supporting 

children's mental health every day of the year. Place2Be 

counsellors are based at the school two to three days per 

week to support pupils, staff and parents, with many pupils 

receiving support.  

Pastoral staff have regular training to help them support 

others.  

The school also carries out emotional wellbeing work 

throughout the year to educate pupils about what mental 

health and emotional wellbeing is, how to recognise signs, 

how to access support as well as how they can support 

others.  

By Rosalyn Roden  Bury Times News Reporter 

http://www.burytimes.co.uk/jobs
http://www.burytimes.co.uk/jobs
https://www.burytimes.co.uk/author/profile/81277.Rosalyn_Roden/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

WE WERE THERE TOO EXHIBITION, 'THE CHICKEN SOUP LEGACY' 
AT THE FUSILIER MUSEUM, BURY 24-27TH FEBRUARY 2020 

One of the highlights of WWTT in the North West has 
been the exhibition held in the Normandy Suite at the 

Fusilier Museum, Bury. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Over the last 15 months WWTT has been visiting 
luncheon clubs, residential homes and schools, the 
majority of which have been in North West Jewish 
communities. The richness of stories and artefacts  

uncovered plus the participation of schools has been and 
will continue to be the main way in which the project  

interacts with people of all ages. An integral part of our 
Heritage Lottery Fund application was to raise awareness 
of the Jewish community’s contribution during the First 

World War period to a wider audience. 
 
 

The Metropolitan Borough of Bury has a Jewish 
population of nearly 12,000, one of the largest Jewish 
communities outside of London, so when the Fusilier 
Museum in Bury offered WWTT the opportunity to 

showcase the project we were delighted to accept their 
offer. 

 
Set in the picturesque Normandy Suite the exhibition was 

launched in the evening of Monday February 24th with a 

VIP reception attended by over eighty people.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The work of We Were There Too was displayed through a 
series of banners and cases showcasing some of the 
artefacts local people have shared with us, and were kind 
enough to lend us for the purpose of the exhibition.  

The story of Passover is told through the Seder Service, and 
this year is celebrated between the 8th and 16th April. By 

way of introducing this Passover Edition of our newsletter, 
we open with a picture of Jewish soldiers collected for     

Passover at Sialkot, N.E. Punjab, March 1918. 

 
One of the unique aspects of acknowledging Jewish        

contributions to the First World War is the recognition that 
Jews from all the countries in which they were citizens    

volunteered to do their bit. In some countries, they were 
also conscripted. 

 
In excess of 100,000 Jews served for Germany, with many 
thousands more serving in the Austro-Hungarian forces. 
Like those in the British forces they were proud of their 

religion and attempted to preserve their faith during those 
trying times. 

Pupils from Philips High School learning from our 

exhibition boards 

North West Project Manager Rodney Ross thanking guests 

for attending the launch of the WWTT exhibition at The 

Fusilier Museum 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As an introduction to the event, an extract from an 
editorial in the Jewish Chronicle from the 7th August 
1914, which pledged the Jewish community to the 
British war effort, was read by  an 11 year old King 
David High School pupil, after which Alan Fell and 
Paula Kitching introduced the British Jews in the 
First World War - We Were There Too project, and 
the work in the North West. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Pupils from Philips High School learning about some of the 

artefacts on display at the exhibition 

DISCOVERY EDUCATION 

 
For the last few months the WWTT team have been 
working with Phil Birchinall, Senior Director of Im-
mersive Content at Discovery Education UK to tell 

the stories of Jewish men and women who served in 
the First World War. Voiced over by WWTT volun-
teers Barbara and Merton Paul, six personal stories 

have been brought to life by Discovery Education and 
over the next two days of the exhibition over a hun-
dred pupils from three schools were able to see first-

hand how Augmented Reality can tell stories in a 
new and excitingly innovative fashion. 

LEARNING THROUGH THE STORIES OF 
INDIVIDUALS 

So far 2233 Personal Records have been added 

to the site. These records tell the stories of     

individuals who lived through and experienced 

the war, whether that be as a member of the 

armed forces, in a nursing corps, on the Home 

Front or in any number of ways. The project 

uses these stories, as well as the 52 History 

Windows that have so far been uploaded, which 

give more context to the experience of Jewish 

men and women through various events in the 

1910s, to engage pupils of all ages when     

learning about the First World War. 

One of these stories which we told at the        
exhibition at The Fusilier Museum was that of 

Isaac Flacks, who served with the 38th           
Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers. This really   

interested the pupils, as Isaac's son Joe through 
his work with AJEX (Jewish Military               

Association) helped in setting up the exhibition 
and actually lent us the photographs and     

medals to display. Having that personal con-
nection helped the pupils to understand and 
appreciate the legacy of the First World War.  

 
To find out more, visit Isaac's Personal Record.   

 
The North West Team 

Shakespeare in Schools  

Pupils and Miss Dunn receiving their special badges from Mr Mallon, Chair of Governors. 

https://www.jewsfww.uk/newsletter/go.php?id=13088&action=click&link=127&code=2302e1ab9b
https://www.jewsfww.uk/newsletter/go.php?id=13088&action=click&link=128&code=7c23328b8f
https://www.jewsfww.uk/newsletter/go.php?id=13088&action=click&link=128&code=7c23328b8f
https://www.jewsfww.uk/newsletter/go.php?id=13088&action=click&link=129&code=68098510ce




 

 

Dear Visitor, 
Parking on school grounds is limited & in order to safeguard our pupils at the start & end 

of a school day please note the following: 
 

 No vehicle access to the Art Block for deliveries between 8am-9am. 
 Movement of traffic between 2:55pm—3:15pm is prohibited. If you have parked on 

the school grounds & need to exit during this time you will need to move your car 
prior to lockdown. 

 Parking on site is limited & where possible we ask you park off site. 
 

We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause.                                                                           

Parking / Vehicle Access around 
Philips High School 

Appointments 

Years 7-9 

All pupils must be collected from reception by a parent / carer or responsible adult aged over 18 

years. A letter or appointment card to be handed in at reception when signing out.  

Years 10 & 11 

Pupils are allowed to make their own way to appointments if they have a letter of authorisation from 

a    parent / carer or a phone call / email has been received by office staff (letters must be handed 

in at reception and either copied or kept  as confirmation evidence). Head of year must authorise 

pupils to leave / sign appointment card. 

Unwell Pupils 

Head Of Year must authorise pupils to go home (unless medical emergency).  

All pupils to be collected from reception by a parent / carer or responsible adult over 18 years.   

Depending on the nature of illness some pupils are allowed to be sent home via taxi if the parent /

carer   requests – Head Of Year must authorise this. Parent/carer then has the responsibility to     

contact school to confirm their child/children have arrived home safely. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new way to record, track and monitor homework at Philips High School 

Online tool, Show My Homework, was recently launched to help you keep track of your child’s 

homework. This gives you; 

  24/7 access to your child’s homework 

  A view of the quality and quantity of homework 

  Free apps for your iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch and Android devices 

  Automated notifications of homework due date 

For more information please read the help sheet on the school webpage. 



 
 

 

 

To help make it as easy as possible for you to pay for school meals we have introduced an e-payments 

system which allows you to pay for school meals over the internet www.bury.gov.uk/payforit  

You can also make debit card or credit card payments by phone on 0300-456-0542 (24 hour automated 

payment line, calls cost the same as those to normal home or business landline numbers starting with 

01 or 02). 

Please contact school should you require your child's individual log in details to enable you to benefit 

from this system. 

OFFICE NEWS 
 

SIMS Management information System 
 

 
In September, as part of our ongoing commitment to improve efficiency, we introduced SIMS which has 
the capacity to establish greater links between school and home by providing you with regular updates.  

 
These updates can include any student behaviour events both positive and negative and also list the     

detentions your child has received for the week. 
 

User names and passwords were issued to parents when your child started at Philips. If you require these 
details to be sent out to you again, then please contact the school. 

 
 

 

Please understand that only parents/carers with pre-booked 

appointment can be guaranteed to see or speak to a member 

staff. 

Unfortunately, although we will try our best to accommodate. 

There will be occasions where no member of staff will be 

available.   

Pay for school meals 

http://www.bury.gov.uk/payforit
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Year 7 Basketball Team 

 

T 
he year 7’s have been a very interesting bunch this year, again we have some fantastic boys 
within the team and a few have managed to play for the year above. 

Unfortunately we did not make it through the group stages of the Junnior NBA however the 
progress they have shown has been amazing. 

We are due to play the year 7 Bury Schools Tournament as soon as schools re-open so it will be great 
to see how they do when they come up against other schools within Bury. 

Y11 Bury School Netball Rally 

 

U 
nbeknown to anyone this was the last opportunity that some of 
our Y11 girls had to represent school at the Bury Schools Netball 
Rally.  The tournament was held at Bury Grammar on a cold and 
windy day, but it did not deter the girls from working hard as a 

team and producing some great performances,  led by Yomi Eza-Wilson 
and Halle Davies-Ferneyhough.   
The girls only lost one game which was against the eventual winners, Bury 
Grammar School, we beat Woodhey and Elton and drew against 
St.Monica's in a very exciting match.  The girls finished runners-up and 
was a great end to their Netball at Philips High School.  

Y8 Bury Schools Hockey Tournament 
 

T 
he rally was held at Parrenthorn High School and the team was made up with a mixture of Y8 
and Y7 girls, some of whom had never played on a proper hockey pitch before!  All the girls 
worked extremely hard for each other on a pitch much bigger than they were used to.  The Y8 
players, Lola Potts, Lois Collett and Claudia Catterall did a fantastic job, battling for every ball 

and encouraging and helping our Y7 players.  We finished runners-up behind a very strong Woodhey 
team. 



Produced and edited by Mrs L Waring 

 

Year 9 Bury Schools Basketball 

 

T 
he year 9’s have had a fantastic year this year 
regarding their basketball. They have managed 
to reach the next stage of the National Schools 
Tournament beating Durham Johnston in their 

latest game. 

They also managed to win the Bury Schools tournament 
held at Philips going through the tournament un-beaten. 

This is a fantastic team and have some real talent, I am 
hoping we can go a lot further in to the National Schools 
competition however all basketball has currently been 

postponed due to the schools being closed. 

Keep working hard boys and I wish you all the best in 
the future. 

Year 8 Bury Schools Basketball 

 

T 
he year 8 team must be one of the most committed 

teams within the school, they have a fantastic 
attitude and want to train every single day. It is great 
to see so many players wanting to learn and play  as 

much as possible. 

We have added to the team this year with two new year 8 
girls joining Anya Williams and Yasmin Labied who have 

been nothing but amazing and have fitted in with the team 
fantastically well, it is great to see females getting involved 
within the sport at Philips High School, so well done girls. 

They managed to win the Bury Schools tournament with 
Anya scoring majority of the points in the semi-final and the 

final. 

We have also progressed to the next round of the Juniorr 
NBA however due to the schools being shut we are unsure 

of when we will play our next games. 
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Y8 Football 

T 
he year 8 boys football team were involved in 
the Everton Youth Academy football festival. 

They played against Alder High 
School (champions of Tameside) and 

Cheadle Hulme High School  (champions 
of Stockport). Although we lost both games the team 

never gave up. It was a great experience for our 
school players to challenge themselves against some 

players who were at professional clubs.  

Rugby News  

T 
he Rugby season came to an abrupt end before we had chance to play in the rugby league 
tournaments plus a few union tournaments held at Rochdale Rugby club. We did manage to 
play a year 7 friendly game at home against Bury Church. However, lots of credit should be 

directed to the following year 9 boys, Sam Thorpe, Nathan Power and Max Slater who 
volunteered to coach and referee on Wednesday nights after school. Their help significantly improved 

the development of the year 7 and 8 rugby players.  

Well done boys. 
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Congratulations to  

Holly Kalns, Anwen Reed and Emily Jackson-Smith who all qualified for Lancashire County 
Swimming Championships which took place in January. 

 
A great achievement for all the girls. 

Congratulations to Jessica Claxton-Daniels who came second in her category in the British 
Youth Open Lead. She has also been selected for the European Youth Championships. 

                 Representing PHS in Bury Cross Country 


