
SPRING NEWSLETTER—2019 

Dear Parents/Carers  

I am now approaching the end of my third year as 

Headteacher of Philips High School and I would once again 

like to congratulate the pupils and staff on the excellent 

progress they have made and for embracing the number of 

changes that have been implemented. 

Attendance We are continuing with our focus on Improving 

attendance in school and holidays will not be authorised.  

Please ensure your child’s attendance is at least 96%. 

Engagements with parents is better than ever and attendance 

at Parents Evenings for all years is now above 80% which is 

excellent.  Thank you for your continued support. 

Global Communities Part of our School Development 

Plan is building links with the Global Community. We have a 

number of exciting trips taking place to Cologne, Austria and 

China in 2020.  There are Geography Field Trips taking place,  

trips to Museums, University Language Trips and many other 

places of interest throughout the school year.  Please follow 

us on Twitter to see all the latest news and events.              

After a successful trip by myself to China in October 2018 to 

establish our partnership with a School in Datong we were 

delighted to welcome a delegation from the Datong Middle 

School China to Philips High in February.  

Pupil Leadership Team  The PLT is now well established 

and I am proud to say they have already raised £619.70    

towards The Charity MIND and to raise funds for school 

improvements including a seating area. 

Behaviour and Rewards Our new Star Awards and Subject 

Awards are now in place and a number of pupils have 

achieved their S T A R Badges for completing various tasks 

including excellent work, being an Ambassador for the School 

and acting as a School Tour Guide.  

Uniform Our expectations for outstanding behaviour both 

in and out of school is reflected in our expectation of uniform 

compliance.  Our new school uniform rolled out in September 

for Year 7 Pupils will now be rolled out for the remainder of 

the school years from September 2019.  Extreme weather 

alternatives will be communicated should the need arise.  

Careers Another of our major intents is to expand our 

careers input for pupils.  We have an independent Careers 

Advisor in school and a Careers Fair is being organised for 

the Summer Term – watch this space! 

Place 2 Be This initiative was launched in September 

2018 and has proved a major success in helping both 

students, teachers and parents.   

September 2019 We are looking forward to the launch of 

our new Option Pathways in September which will be 

beneficial to the pupils when studying GCSEs.  One major 

initiative is the CCF.                                                                  

I am delighted and extremely excited to be able to advise you 

that Philips High School, in partnership with the Department 

for Education have entered into a new partnership with the 

Combined Cadet Force (CCF).   The Combined Cadet Force 

is a youth organisation in the United Kingdom, sponsored by 

the Ministry of Defence, which operates in schools and this is 

also due to be launched in September.  Our Army Contingent 

will run during the school day at first with a view to expanding 

it once it is up and running. 

Mobile Phone/Tablets I continue to be concerned about the 

number of pupils who arrive to school very tired due to lack of 

sleep.  It has become apparent that this is due to them using 

their mobile phones/tablets late into the night.  Could you 

please make sure that your son/daughter does not have 

access to these electronic devices whilst they should be 

sleeping.  Thank you.  

You will see throughout the Newsletter the many exiting and 

wonderful opportunities our students have had the good 

fortune to take part in and also the many successes including 

becoming the Greater Manchester Schools Climbing 

Competition Champions. 

I am sure you will join me in wishing our Year 11 pupils every 

success in their forthcoming examinations. Please ensure 

they are revising effectively. 

Wishing you all a very Happy Easter. 

Ms T Owen 

HEADTEACHER 

Monday 15 April  2019 Start times 

 Y7 arrive 10:55am, Y8 arrive 11:10am, Y9 arrive 11:25am 

Y10 arrive 11:40am and Y11 arrive 11:55am 



STAR AWARDS 

 CONGRATULATIONS 



 

Philips High School welcome Chinese Students 

T WO Bury high schools have 

welcomed special guests from 

China to experience a lesson in culture. 

 

Philips High School in Whitefield and 

Castlebrook High School in Unsworth hosted 

staff and students from their sister schools in 

the northern Chinese city of Datong. 

 

Fifteen Chinese students arrived in the 

borough last month with their headteacher to 

learn about and experience English culture. 

The students were paired up with a buddy 

from Philips High School and attended 

lessons regarding our culture and the 

differing methods of teaching in England and 

China. 

 

At Castlebrook they further explored a range 

of disciplines from maths to gastronomy and 

the work of Shakespeare. 

 

 

 

 

 

They then also enjoyed a visit to the Bury 

Museum and a tour at Old Trafford along with 

pupils from Philips High School. 

 

At the end of the visit the Mayor of Bury,       

Councillor Jane Black, a former student of 

Philips High School, held an assembly 

thanking the sister schools for their visit. 

Students from Datong have previously visited 

Bury to bond with pupils from Primary 

Schools, including Christ Church, Walshaw; 

St John’s, Radcliffe; and St Mary’s, 

Prestwich. 

Philips High School hope to visit China to 

meet Datong No. 3 High School Group 

during the Easter break 2020. 

 

In April 2020 there will be 27 Philips’ pupils 

visiting our sister school in China. We are 

very excited!! 

http://www.burytimes.co.uk/jobs
https://www.burytimes.co.uk/search/?search=Walshaw&topic_id=1813


Medical Careers Day 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils from Philips High School were given the opportunity to participate in a 

Medical Careers Day (MCS). Thanks to Mr Clayton, who offered the event to 

pupils, we were given an insight into what medical careers are like. The annual 

event took place on 6th March 2019 at Parrenthorn High School. The day was 

split into three fascinating activities: medical ethics, diagnosis and CPR. Any 

questions pupils had about careers were answered by a group of medical 

professionals during a talk. These activities introduced pupils to interesting 

concepts in medicine and a chance to build on their previous knowledge. The 

event was useful in showing the variety of careers available in the medical 

field. 

Mariam Ahmed 



 

 

 

 

 

We had a number of events to 

celebrate World Book Day here at 

Philips. 

All week we had Stephen Fry reading 

Harry Potter and the Philosophers 

Stone at Lunchtime in the Library. The 

atmosphere was magical. 

Pupils were all given a £1 book token 

to exchange for a World Book Day 

book in a bookshop or £1 off a book of 

their choice. 

We began our annual Readathon for 

Years 7 and 8. Pupils participate in a 

sponsored read for  Read for Good; a 

charity which purchases books for 

children in hospital. This finishes at 

the end of term but any donations 

from other years will be gratefully 

received. 

During the week pupils were offered 

the chance to come into the library 

for Library lessons whereby pupils can 

borrow a book recommended by the 

librarian fitted to their personal taste 

and specification. Bespoke loans. 

Staff brought in their favourite book 

on World Book Day to read to their 

classes in order to share the love of 

reading. Staff brought in novels, 

picture books and  autobiographies. 

World Book Day 2019 



             

 Reads for Teens  

Recommended by the Secret Reader 

 

 

 

     

                                                                  



       

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the 24 January, Abhytej (Head Boy) and I, took part in an event that required 
respect, honesty and sentimental values when talking about the holocaust.  In my 
opinion, this was interesting and we learnt many things about the holocaust and why 
it was such an important time for all cultures and religions. 
 
A few months earlier, we took part in regular sessions and spoke about what we 
needed to present a good service, and were taught to be loud and clear when 
speaking. It was significant as we needed to make sure we were doing the correct 
things and had to be humble and kind to the guest speakers. Also,  Abhytej and I 
came across other pupils from schools around Bury, and tasks such as puzzles and 
games were used for us to interact and be comfortable with everyone.  This was 
important as it meant that we could help each other with learning lines and learn 
more context about the concept of the Holocaust, as some had more information than 
others. 
 
When coming to the big event, we came in earlier during a school day to see the hall 
in Prestwich Village (Longfield Centre). It was decorated with butterflies. Abhtej and I 
learnt our lines along with other students and practiced them in the Town Hall. It was 
interesting as we were all taking part in narrating a story. This also gave us the 
experience to be loud speakers and taught us to be confident amongst a large 
crowd.  We had the amazing opportunity to see the Mayor of Bury, she was kind 
hearted and was thankful we had come. She spoke to Abhytej and I about how she 
used to study at Philips High and we shared our experiences and opinions about the 
school. 
 
Overall, the event was a great experience. We got to meet people, communicate and 
understand the upsetting event of the Holocaust. Abhytej got to meet someone who 
shared in interest in the sport basketball, and I got to meet students with an interest in 
similar subjects in school. 
 

Safah Kassam  Head Girl 
 

      

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 



 

Journalism Day MMU 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
 cohort of students from year 10 enjoyed a fascinating glimpse of how 
modern journalism is adapting to the influence of the latest multimedia 
on Friday. 
 

Students experienced informative seminars on what it takes to be a journalist 
and how to identify the dangers of 'fake news'. This not only allowed students to 
consider how to judge and interpret news sources, but also experience how 
university students are regularly taught. This was further enriched by a tour of the 
campus facilities, in order to highlight the wealth of resources and scope of 
university life.  
 
The undoubted highlight of the day 
however, was the tour and interactive 
activities students enjoyed in the 
multimedia TV studio. Students we given 
roles in front of and behind the camera, 
which they enthusiastically took part in, and 
this was invaluable in understanding the 
sheer number of people involved in 
producing a TV broadcast.  

 
 
 
 
Overall, students were given an exclusive insight into 
how the world of modern media operates, and how the 
literary skills they are currently developing are crucial to 
their future communicative skills. 
 

D Carden 
 



 



 

 

 
Each year Rock Over Climbing Centre holds an annual climbing competition across KS2 

up to 6
th
 Form Colleges. There were approximately 250 pupils taking part. 

6 pupils who climb regularly entered a school team from Philips High School and won. 

These six pupils ranged from year 7 to year 9. The pupils were Joe Badham, Jessica 

Claxton-Daniels, Charlotte Claxton-Daniels, Krishnan Josh, Jack Cooper and Sam 

Lewis. 

Each pupil had to climb 25 problems in 3 hours, if they did this first try (flashed) you got 

10 points. Second try they got 7 points. Third try they got 4 points and after that you got 

2 points. These were the points that everyone achieved; 

 

 

 

Joe             -  188 points 

Jessica       -  242 points 

Charlotte  -  170 points 

Krishnan   -  218 points 

Jack           -  239 points 

Sam           -  250 points 

 

 

 

Philips High got a total of 3 podium positions, two 1
st
 and a 23

rd
. Thanks to how well all 

the team members climbed it meant that they win the overall school trophy, beating 

Stockport Grammar School who have won the competition for the last 4 years. 

 I was please to complete all the climbs and come 1
st
 in my age category, helping 

Philips win the overall school trophy. I was proud to represent the school in this 

competition. 

40% of climbers are under the age of 20 and did you know climbing is going to be in the 

2020 Olympics for the first time! Climbing Walls are now present in over 140 countries 

around the world. It is amazing to see how climbing is becoming so much more popular 

even with small children aged 3 and up. 

Sam Lewis 9C 



 

 

 

 

 

T 
he Breakfast Reading Club has 

been active this term, reading 

fiction. The pupils prefer to 

read texts that they are 

familiar with such as, Diary of a Wimpy 

Kid and the Jacqueline Wilson series. 

They have made great progress and have 

increased their reading age by at least 6 

months in all cases. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When asked about reading they were 

happy to join in with small group reading, 

such as plays and longer texts but 

preferred to read with their Year 10  

mentors on a 1:1 basis. A few pupils said 

they would like to read more than once a 

week and have been invited to come for 

extra days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 10 mentors have proved to be 

invaluable and I hope they will continue to 

support the new intake of Year 7's in 

September until Christmas, when they 

will need to step down due to exam 

mocks. 

Any current Year 9 pupils who are 

interested in reading can apply to Mrs 

Ascroft to be mentors for the coming 

year. 

Thank you and keep reading! 
 

Breakfast Reading Club 



 

 

 

I 
n early March, 42 Year 8 students visited the Manchester Central Gurdwara as part of 
their Religious Studies education.  Not only were they treated to a tour of the Gurdwara 
and a talk on the key Sikh beliefs and practises but they got to taste the delicious 
Langar, the traditional Sikh community meal served to all visitors.  The vegetarian 

potato curry went down a treat with all students. 
 
 
"The trip to the Gurdwara was really good and I enjoyed it.  I learnt 
about Sikhism and how they pray and the story behind their 
religion.  We also ate the food which was really nice and kept on 
coming to make sure everyone was fed properly"  Hassan Hammad 
 
"The trip to the Gurdwara was phenomenal.  We were provided 
with a very good serving of food and we learnt many topics on the 
principals of Sikhism which may be a topic for my GCSES.  This trip 
is something everyone HAS to experience, it's amazing"  Mekayel 
Khan 
 
 

"Once inside we were told to take off our shoes, wash our hands and 
wear a turban.  We went into the hall where we could smell the 
Langar, rice, potato curry and fired bread.  It was delicious.  We then 
went upstairs and had talks about the religion and its history.  It was 
a good day and I would recommend it to any religion." Thomas 
Davenport 
 
"I really enjoyed going to the Gurdwara and trying the food as part 
of the Langar.  I think everyone enjoyed wearing the bandanna style 
scarfs.  I liked learning about the Sikh's and their traditional holy 
books.  If it was possible to go again I would be keen to learn more 
about Sikh baptisms and listen to some traditional music"  Sairah Mahmood 
 
"When I went to the Gurdwara it was an amazing experience.  At first we took off our shoes, 
washed our hands and wore a headscarf as a sign of respect and then we were led into a hall to 
eat.  The food was incredible.  We had a vegetarian curry with amazing rice and delicious fried 
bread.  It was called a Langar and everyone was allowed to eat it.  It was fantastic!" Montana 
Ugbomah. 
 
The trip was very successful and pupils were able to use what they had learnt in their 
lessons.  Pupils were very respectful and were a credit to Philips High School.  We hope to go 
back with another year group later in the year. 

 
Mrs D Makin: Head of Humanities 

 

Religious Studies 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Science & Technology Competition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I 
n June 2018, 12 pupils from Philips High School took part in the 14th Science and 
Technology competition at Holy Cross. 12 schools including the grammar schools 

took part. Teams consist of 4 students from different schools. Out of 150 pupils, the 
winners were Anton Collett and Yazan Al-Jarad both now in year 10 together with 

Grace and Claire from Broad Oak School.  
 

26 teams made it through from the northwest stretching from Cumbria down to 
Shropshire and east to Yorkshire. The teams had to program a robot to perform certain 
tasks and deliver a presentation as to their knowledge of robotics and AI in the future.  

 
In the 14 years of the competition we have reached this stage 4 times (more than any 

school in the competition) and this year surpassed ourselves by finishing second in this 
final.   

 
Our team came second in a 

field of more than 250 
schools containing more 

than 2500 pupils. I was very 
proud in the manner the 

pupils conducted 
themselves and the great 
team spirit generated with 
the 2 pupils from Broad 

Oak.  
 

                                                   Here's to next year! 
 
 

 
C Clayton, Science Teacher 

 





Ties (Years 7-9)       £6.00 

Ties (Years 10-11)    £7.00   

Swipe cards           £3.00 

Black  Pens              20p 

Red Pens                 20p 

Pencils                    20p 

Rulers                    50p 

Erasers                   15p 

Pencil Sharpeners      15p 

Highlighters              50p 

Glue Stick                80p 

Pencil Case            £1.20 

Filled Pencil Case    £2.50 



 

 

Dear Visitor, 
Parking on school grounds is limited & in order to safeguard our pupils at the start & end 

of a school day please note the following: 
 

 No vehicle access to the Art Block for deliveries between 8am-9am. 
 Movement of traffic between 2:55pm—3:15pm is prohibited. If you have parked on 

the school grounds & need to exit during this time you will need to move your car 
prior to lockdown. 

 Parking on site is limited & where possible we ask you park off site. 
 

We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause.                                                                           

Parking around Philips High 
School 

Appointments 

Years 7-9 

All pupils must be collected from reception by a parent / carer or responsible adult aged over 18 

years. A letter or appointment card to be handed in at reception when signing out.  

Years 10 & 11 

Pupils are allowed to make their own way to appointments if they have a letter of authorisation from a    

parent / carer or a phone call has been received by office staff (letters must be handed in at reception 

and either copied or kept  as confirmation evidence) 

Unwell Pupils 

Head Of Year must authorise pupils to go home (unless medical emergency).  

All pupils to be collected from reception by a parent / carer or responsible adult over 18 years.  De-

pending on the nature of illness some pupils are allowed to be sent home via taxi if the parent /carer   

requests – Head Of Year must authorise this.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new way to record, track and monitor homework at Philips High School 

Online tool, Show My Homework, was recently launched to help you keep track of your child’s 

homework. This gives you; 

  24/7 access to your child’s homework 

  A view of the quality and quantity of homework 

  Free apps for your iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch and Android devices 

  Automated notifications of homework due date 

 

For more information please read the help sheet on the school webpage. 



 
 

Online /telephone payment for school meals 

To help make it as easy as possible for you to pay for school meals we have introduced an e-

payments system which allows you to pay for school meals over the internet www.bury.gov.uk/

payforit or by phone 0845 305 2197. 

Please contact school should you require your child's individual log in details to enable you to 

benefit from this system. 

 

OFFICE NEWS 
 

E-Portal Management information System 
 

 
A few years ago, as part of our ongoing commitment to improve efficiency, we introduced           

E-portal which has the capacity to establish greater links between school and home by providing 
you with regular updates.  

 
These updates can include any student behaviour events both positive and negative and also list 

the detentions your child has received for the week. 
 

User names and passwords were issued to parents when your child started at Philips. If you    
require these details to be sent out to you again, then please contact the school. 

 
 

Please understand that only parents/carers with pre-

booked appointment can be guaranteed to see or speak 

to a member staff. 

Unfortunately, although we will try our best to 

accommodate. 

There will be occasions where no member of staff will 

be available.   

http://www.bury.gov.uk/payforit
http://www.bury.gov.uk/payforit


Produced and edited by Mrs L Waring 

 

 

  Freya Potts, selected to   

 represent Greater Manchester in  

 the Cross Country 

 Championships. 

 

Holly Kalns who has  qualified to take part in the Lancashire 

County Championships in Swimming in 50m, 100m and 

200m backstroke, 50m and 100m Butterfly and 50m Free-

style.  She recently came 6th In the 50m Butterfly and 8th in 

the 50m Backstroke. 

 

Ali Al-Temaney, who won the World 

Karate & Kickboxing Championships 

(WKC), in Kendal, to be Become the 

National Champion 

Congratulations to  

  Victoria Durigon, who competed in the      

 Sandymoor Cup, along with 40 other    

 competitors. She achieved a bronze  

 medal  in Ball, Clubs and Ribbon. 



Produced and edited by Mrs L Waring 

 

Produced and edited by Mrs L Waring 

There have been some fantastic performances 

in the basketball teams recently; 

Year 7 are yet to be beaten, coming top of their 

league and progressing through to the next round of 

the Jr NBA beating schools such as Abraham Moss, 

William Hulme, Manchester grammar and Trinity. We 

have a fantastic year 7 team and are hoping to go one 

further from last year and win the Jr NBA. Keep it up 

guys. 

Year 8 are also yet to be beaten this year beating a 

number of Bury Schools such as St Gabriel’s, Elton 

High School and Bury Church as well as others in the 

Jr NBA. Year 8 came 2nd last year so we would love to 

go one step further this year. 

U14 national schools – The U14 basketball team are 

going on a great run at the moment with a number of 

year 8 boys in the team. They are still in the National 

School competition and have their final game before  

 

Easter against Sale. They have beaten a number of 

schools to progress in the English School’s competition 

such as St Aiden’s and Ellesmere Port. Unfortunately 

we have had a few bad injuries within this age group 

however I believe the team can pull through and 

progress us in to the next round. 

Josh Kubacki has been chosen to go on to the 

England Basketball pathway which he will be doing 

during this Easter which is a fantastic achievement, so 

well done Josh.  

U16 national schools – Unfortunately the U16 

basketball team have just been beaten in the English 

Schools competition losing to Priestnall High School 81 

to 75. They have worked so hard this year and have 

been a credit to the school the way they have played 

over the last couple of years. Well done guys. 

Mr J Barlow      

TERM DATES 2018-2019 

Bank Holidays:   

Good Friday 19 April 2019  

Easter Monday 22 April 2019 

May Day Monday 6 May 2019 

Pupil Early finish at 2:00pm: Tuesday 7th May 2019 (Due to staff training) 

Half Term: Monday 27th May—Friday 31st May 2019 

Pupil Early finish at 2:00pm: Thursday 6th June 2019 (Due to staff training) 

Pupil Early finish at 2:00pm: Thursday 4th July 2019 (Due to staff training) 

End of Summer Term: Friday 19th July 2019 


