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Dear Year 11 Pupil  

 
CANCELLATION OF EXAMINATIONS SUMMER 2020 

 

Following the announcement of the cancellation of this summer’s examinations, I am writing to 

say how sorry I am that the hard work you have put in over years of study will not be examined 

in the usual way in 2020.  However, I want to reassure you that your efforts and the work that 
you have already done will not be wasted.  The government has made it clear that the awarding 

of grades for your GCSEs, and other qualifications, will be based on a number of factors including 

the grades that your school expected you to attain.   

 
The regulatory body in charge of examinations, Ofqual has been working on how grades will 

be calculated.  They have stated that this will include expected grades from your school and 

have today outlined the process they will follow to make sure grades are fair across schools.  

Their main aim is to “be fair to students this summer and to make sure you are not 
disadvantaged in your progress to sixth form, college, university, apprenticeships, training or 

work because of these unprecedented conditions.”  I attach a copy of Ofqual’s letter to 

students published today.  You can check Ofqual’s website for the latest information 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofqual. 

 
The priority is to ensure that you can move on as planned to your next stage whether that be 

employment, college, sixth form or an apprenticeship.  The Principals of Bury College and Holy 

Cross College have assured your headteacher that they will be welcoming and understanding  

working closely with your school to ensure that, if you have applied to either of the colleges, 
you are able to access the course you deserve.  

 

It is important that your school continues to set and mark work during the period of school 

closure.  Whether you are entering college or the world of work your attitude to learning and 
your ability to persevere are key skills.  It is therefore important that you are able to 

demonstrate that you have continued to study during this period of enforced school closure so 

strengthening your position for when you transition into post-16 education, employment or 

training.   
 

If you have any specific concerns regarding your examinations, the gap in your education or 

your progression then Bury’s Connexions Service and 14 -19 Team have established a dedicated 

young person’s helpline which is open from 10.00 – 4.00pm, Monday to Friday. The 

number is 0161 253 7733.  
 

Best wishes for the future.  Stay safe and stay well. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

 

 

Karen Dolton 

Executive Director 

Children and Young People 

 

Department for Children and 

Young People  
 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofqual

