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Advice on how to support your child with their studies. 
 
ART 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources:  
Department handbook is attached to all SMHW tasks. 
It would be useful to have, (or access to) the following equipment, to help with homework 
tasks. 
Basics: HB & 2B pencils; pencil crayons; glue stick; scissors; pencil sharpener; eraser.  
Desirable: Paint; paint brush; palette; a wider range of media to experiment e.g. pastels, 
charcoal etc…; coloured paper; internet access; printer, Photoshop or similar CAAD 
software. 

Websites and Details: 
Bitesize; Artcyclopedia.com; Pixlr – free online image editing software;  

Assessment details: 
Pupils will be assessed at regular intervals with a teacher assessment adhering to the AQA 
assessment objectives (see handbook). This might take the form of verbal feedback, post it 
notes or a check list of things that need to be added, improved, annotated or completed. 
There are no KATs as work completed in class and at home is the Unit 1 component of the 
AQA syllabus worth 60% of the overall GCSE grade and therefore everything they do is a 
KAT.  

Topic Details: 

 Natural Forms project. Investigating materials and techniques. 

 Development of first project. Projects need artist research, annotation, 
experimentation and selection of media and techniques, experimentation and 
selection of composition and a personal response. 

 Mock Exam. Projects need artist research, annotation, experimentation and 
selection of media and techniques, experimentation and selection of composition 
and a personal response. 

 Development of Unit 2 externally set task.  The exam paper has 7 questions and 
these will be explained in class. Pupils need to answer only 1 of the questions. They 
will need artist research, annotation, experimentation and selection of media and 
techniques, experimentation and selection of composition as with the Unit 1 
component; however it is to be completed in a 6 week period. The Unit 1 externally 
set task is worth 40% of the overall GCSE grade. 

 
Performing well in one component and badly in another will affect the overall grade. 
 
Presentation of work should be clear, creative and neat. Research and annotation looks 
better when it is typed, particularly if handwriting is scruffy. Never throw any work away. 
 
Good attendance, commitment to working at home and afterschool will be essential if pupils 
are to achieve their target grades. 
 

How You Can Help:- 
Check SMHW and planner to see they are completing homework on a regular . 
Check that they have the correct equipment for lessons. 
Look at their sketchbook and read the feedback given on a monthly basis. Discuss with your 
son/daughter to make sure that they understand it. 
Check the countdown calendar frequently and make sure your son/daughter is meeting the 
deadlines. 
Phone school/write a note if there is a query. 
Encourage them to attend all intervention sessions scheduled for them and Saturday 
sessions. 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 
 
NCFE V Cert Technical Qualification 
 
Students complete two units of study over the two year course. Unit 1 Introduction to 
Business and Enterprise 
and Unit 2 Understanding Resources for Business and Enterprise Planning. The 
qualification enables pupils to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding in the 
Business and Enterprise sector. It encourages personal development of knowledge 
and skills relevant to the business world through practical participation in a range of 
vocational business activities. The course will give learners a wider understanding and 
appreciation of the broad range of business specialisms through selection of specialist 
units and encourage pupils to develop their communication, planning, mathematical 
and team working skills. 
 
How will you be assessed? 
Each unit of this qualification is graded using a structure of Not Yet Achieved, Level 1 
Pass, Merit and Distinction and Level 2 Pass, Merit, Distinction and Distinction*. 40% 
of the qualification is externally assessed and 60% of the qualification is internally 
assessed. To achieve the NCFE Level 2 Technical Award in Business and Enterprise, 
learners must successfully demonstrate their achievement of all learning outcomes. 
 
 
COMPUTER SCIENCE 
 
During Y11 we covered around 70% of the course content including: Data 
representation, Systems Architecture, Memory, Storage, System Security, 
Ethical/Legal/Cultural/Environmental concerns, computational logic and common 
algorithms.  These should continue to be revised independently. 
 
We are currently working on the programming project with a view to be finished before 
Christmas. The remainder of the year will cover Wired/Wireless networks and Network 
Topologies, protocols and network layers. 
 
From February half term will aim to have covered the course and will be on revision on 
all units.  This will include regular testing on ALL topics so personal revision should be 
an ongoing thing that covers all topics from both years. 
https://www.senecalearning.com/blog/gcse-revision/  select “OCR GCSE” 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zmtchbk 
  
 
DRAMA 
 
Drama learning throughout Year 11 is focused on the process of theatre making, and 
we explore 3 different practitioners and plays to discover how different styles are 
created. Pupils will have opted for this subject and so I expect the highest of standards 
when it comes to commitment and an ability to 'have a go!'. Students will be 
expected to perform both in prepared, and spontaneous, performances and so 
maturity and respect for others are two key ingredients within my classroom.  
How to succeed in Drama: 

 Wider research of key practitioners and their plays.  
 Take a keen interest in current theatre trends and, where possible, visit the 

theatre as much as possible to see a variety of different performances. (I am 
also keen to run trips within school!)  

 Wider reading of both fiction and non-fiction not only improves vital literacy 
skills, it also fuels imagination, and subsequently produces better 
performances.  

 Attend all and any intervention put in place by myself.  

https://www.senecalearning.com/blog/gcse-revision/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zmtchbk
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ENGINEERING 
 
IN Y11 pupils study Engineering. This qualification is designed for learners who want 

an introduction to engineering that includes a vocational and project-based element. 

The qualification will appeal to learners who wish to pursue a career in the engineering 

sector or progress onto further study. The course is split into 2 sections: 

 

Synoptic (independent) practical work worth 60% of final mark. Practical work is done 

over a period of 21 hours where pupils produce an artefact to demonstrate an 

engineering principle and a portfolio of research. This will take place in February 2020 

 

Written exam worth 40% of final exam. Formal exam based around Unit 1 of the 

specification. This will take place on 28th November 2019 

 

Pupils asked to attend intervention need to do so on a Wednesday for one hour. 

 

https://www.qualhub.co.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-12-

technical-award-in-engineering-4593 

 
 
 
ENGLISH 
 
In English, Year 11 continue to work towards their qualifications in English Language 
and English Literature. Pupils begin the course with Shakespeare (lit), followed by 
Modern Drama (lit). They then revise for their mock examinations in Language in early 
2020, followed by an intense period of revision right through to their summer 
examinations. 
 
We expect pupils to be beginning their revision from now, using old books, past papers, 
revision workbooks, various websites and re-reading of texts such as A Christmas 
Carol and their poetry anthologies. Revision guides are available from the library and 
we would urge your child to purchase one of the Writing booklets (£2) and Reading 
booklets (£2).  
 
 
FRENCH 
 
Year 11 are in their final year of French and need to do the following: 
 
1 Work hard in lessons 
2 Learn vocabulary little and often 
3 Do their Active Learn homework every week when set 
4 Attend Intervention sessions 
5 Do targetted revision for the relevant test- eg revise suggested good answers for 
speaking, revise previous reading work and exams for reading, revise vocab for 
listening tests and learn verbs and tenses accurately for writing. 
 
If pupils work hard we will send home lots of stickers and tests! 
 
Bonne Chance! 
 
 
 

https://www.qualhub.co.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-12-technical-award-in-engineering-4593
https://www.qualhub.co.uk/qualification-search/qualification-detail/ncfe-level-12-technical-award-in-engineering-4593
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GEOGRAPHY  
 
In Year 11 GCSE Geography, we continue studying the AQA Syllabus and aim to 
further help our pupils develop a better and more detailed knowledge and 
understanding of the many local and global issues that are happening today. 
Geography has never been more relevant as a subject to study, with the threats of 
climate change, extreme weather and the consequences of these.  Pupils are 
challenged with modules on Urban issues, Economic World and World Resources. We 
aim to further enhance pupil literacy, numeracy and fieldwork skills. 
To help your child prepare for the three exam papers, there are numerous text books 
and websites with  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zy3ptyc  being an 
excellent start. Geography pupils are signed up to Senecalearning.com which is an 
excellent revision aid specifically for the course.  If they are absent from lessons, this 
is an excellent start point to catch up from.   Another way is to keep up to date with 
geography events that are happening in the news, watching the news or programmes 
such as Blue Planet will help improve the pupil as a Geographer. 

 
 
HISTORY 
 
In year 11 pupils will cover the following GCSE topics; The Cold War and Superpower 
Relations and Early Elizabethan England. The amount of content pupils will have to 
cover is significant and it is therefore crucial pupils complete work at home and 
continually revise current and previous topics in order to be successful. We do sell a 
discounted revision guide in library which contains all the topics covered in years 10 
and 11. Pupils will regularly be tested on their knowledge from all topics covered in 
year 10 and 11. Pupils have been provided knowledge organizers to aid them in 
retaining and recalling  keystone words, events, dates and individuals needed for the 
exams. It is vital they use them. Pupils will be completing their mocks in January. It is 
vital pupils begin revising NOW. There is a GCSE hub in Mr Fleming's room which 
contains practice questions, revision sheet and model answers. Mr Fleming's room is 
open for revision on a Friday after school 3-4 for pupils who need reassurance, support 
or just a quiet place to revise History.  
 
Useful websites: http://www.stchistory.com/ https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
 
 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 
Coursework is still 60% of this course.  There are two coursework units – “Project 
Planning and Graphics Interfaces” and “Spreadsheet design and creation”.  These are 
completed in lesson time and have a specific start and end date meaning that pupils 
must put 100% effort in at all times in order to ensure they are completed in time.  Work 
cannot be done on these outside of lesson time but skills can be practised and designs 
worked on.  The exam concentrates on use of modern technologies within business 
and how what its impact is including things like information exchange, threats, wider 
implications of technology use etc.    
  
Both courseworks should be completed by Christmas allowing theory and revision to 
be concentrated on from January until May but pupils should be completing theory 
based homeworks in the meantime using the internet to support their independent 
learning. 
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zqmtsbk  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zy3ptyc
http://www.stchistory.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zqmtsbk
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MATHEMATICS 
 
 
Mathematics is a subject that requires resilience and perseverance to achieve 
success.  That said, the teaching and learning of mathematics has changed 
considerably over recent years.  The new specification for GCSE Mathematics includes 
new content at both Foundation and Higher tiers.  There is now a greater emphasis on 
deeper understanding of topics.  Pupils are expected to master skills and content but 
it doesn’t stop there…. they are then expected to problem solve and reason using the 
acquired skills and knowledge. 
 
We recommend that pupils regularly review their work on a “little and often” basis.  
Parents can support by reinforcing key works, ensuring timetables are known and they 
have a scientific calculator.  Pupils will sit 3 papers (1 hr 30 mins long) Summer 2020.  
Paper 1 is without a calculator and Paper 2 and Paper 3 a calculator is allowed. 

 
Homework is set using the Maths Watch website                                       

(www.vle.mathswatch.co.uk). 
 
This website provides videos and practice questions on all topics covered in the GCSE 
course. This is an excellent website that will underpin your child’s understanding and 
promote further independent learning. 
 
 
 
 
P.E. 
 
 
Pupils need to ensure that time is set aside at home to embed what has been taught 
in lesson. This can be achieved by reading over class notes, working through exam 
questions and using the internet to research current topics. Revision guides can be 
purchased in the library. Pupils are currently completing their coursework which is 
worth 10% of their marks. This is a major piece of extended writing and requires pupils 
to apply their knowledge and understanding of their chosen sport and link it to their 
theoretical PE work (anatomy and physiology and Psychology of sport). Pupils will 
work independently on this task, in class and at home. The deadline for this work is a 
week after the October half term holidays. 
 
Pupils will need to continue attending clubs at school to improve their practical skills 
as well as continuing their commitment to out of school teams. Pupils are assessed in 
three sports against a very challenging criteria, therefore the more time spent 
practising skills the better your grade. 
 
If performing out of school sports then a video footage of your child would be needed 
to demonstrate their skills within that sport in a challenging environment as well as 
playing the full context of that sport.  
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MUSIC 

 

Text Book: EdExcel (9-1) Anthology of Music  ,        Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Music Student Book -      
CPG  -EdExcel Music GCSE  Area of Study Revision Guide 

Websites and Details: 
BBC GCSE Music Bitesize, BBC Learning Zone Secondary Music clips, Seneca learning  
Youtube – Edexcel – clips and Wider listening clips 
Chords – learn basic chords of C, G, F, Am, Dm Cm 

Assessment details:      The course is split into three components: 

Component Overview Assessment 

Component 1  
Performing 
30% NEA 

2 performances 
At least 1 solo piece –min.  1 minute 
at least  1 ensemble piece –min. 1 minute 
Together total min of 4 minutes 

30 marks solo and  
30 marks ensemble 
Total of 60 marks 

Component 2  
Composing 
30% NEA 

2 compositions 
1 to set brief –min. 1 minute 
1 free composition –min.1 minute 
Together total min. of 3 minutes 

2 pieces –30 marks 
each 
Total of 60 marks 

Component 3  
Appraising  
40% exam 

4 Areas of Study with 2 set works for each 
•Instrumental Music 1700–1820 
•Vocal Music 
•Music for Stage and Screen 
•Fusions 

Exam1hr 45mins 
Total 80 marks 

 

Further Topic Details: 
1. Reading and writing music- clefs, sharps, flats, naturals, time signatures, counting the beat, note & 

rest symbols, dots, ties and triplets, tempo & mood, dynamics & articulation, ornaments. 
2. Keys & Scales – major/minor scales, circle of fifths, modes and other types of scales, intervals. 
3. Chords – triads, chords & melody, inversions, decoration, cadences 
4. Structure – Binary, Ternary Rondo forms, variations, song structure, sonata form, sonatas, 

symphonies and concertos, opera and oratorio, vocal pieces. 
 Set Works 

Instrumental 
Music 
1700–1820 

● J S Bach: 3rd Movement from Brandenburg Concerto no. 5 in D 
major 
● L van Beethoven: 1st Movement from Piano Sonata no. 8 in C 
minor ‘Pathétique’ 

Vocal Music ● H Purcell: Music for a While 
● Queen: Killer Queen (from the album ‘Sheer Heart Attack’) 

Music for  
Stage and 
Screen 
 

● S Schwartz: Defying Gravity (from the album of the cast recording 
of Wicked) 
● J Williams: Main title/rebel blockade runner (from the soundtrack 
to Star Wars Episode IV: A New Hope) 

Fusions 
 

● Afro Celt Sound System: Release (from the album ‘Volume 2: 
Release’) 
● Esperanza Spalding: Samba Em Preludio (from the album 
‘Esperanza’) 

tudy Set wor 

How You Can Help:- 
1. Encourage them to practice their instrument. Listen and encourage the Performance is a large part of 

the final grade. Solo and Ensemble performance to be completed by Christmas .  
2. Encourage your child to listen to a variety of music and identify musical features and elements. Wider 

listening (listed in anthology and revision guide)  
3. Listen to set works! 
4. Use the revision guide – everything they need to know is in there.  Help them learn key facts. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY 

Resources:  
 
Department handbook is attached to all SMHW tasks. 
It would be useful to have, (or access to) the following equipment, to help with homework tasks. 
Basics: Camera/phone, memory card and leads for uploading. 
Desirable: PowerPoint, internet access; printer, Photoshop or similar CAAD software. 

Websites and Details: 
 
Bitesize; Artcyclopedia.com; Pixlr – free online image editing software;  

Assessment details: 
 
Pupils will be assessed at regular intervals with a teacher assessment adhering to the AQA assessment 
objectives (see handbook). This might take the form of verbal feedback, post it notes or a check list of things 
that need to be added, improved, annotated or completed. 
There are no KATs as work completed in class and at home is the Unit 1 component of the AQA syllabus 
worth 60% of the overall GCSE grade and therefore everything they do is a KAT.  

Topic Details: 
 

 Formal element project. Investigating materials and techniques. 

 Natural Form project. Projects need photographer/artist research, annotation, experimentation and 
selection of media and editing or image manipulation techniques, experimentation and selection of 
composition and a personal response. 

 Mock Exam. Projects need photographer/artist research, annotation, experimentation and selection 
of media, editing and manipulation techniques, experimentation and selection of composition and a 
personal response. 

 Development of Unit 2 externally set task.  The exam paper has 7 questions and these will be 
explained in class. Pupils need to answer only 1 of the questions. They will need photographer/artist 
research, annotation, experimentation and selection of media and editing and manipulation 
techniques, experimentation and selection of composition as with the Unit 1 component, however it 
is to be completed in a 6 week period. The Unit 1 externally set task is worth 40% of the overall GCSE 
grade. 

 
Performing well in one component and badly in another will affect the overall grade. 
 
Presentation of work should be clear, creative and neat. Research and annotation looks better when it is 
typed, particularly if handwriting is scruffy. Never throw any work away. 
 
Good attendance, commitment to working at home and afterschool will be essential if pupils are to achieve 
their target grades. 
 

How You Can Help:- 
 
Check SMHW and planner to see they are completing homework on a regular basis. 
Check that they have the correct equipment for lessons. 
Look at their sketchbook and read the feedback given on a monthly basis. Discuss with your son/daughter to 
make sure that they understand it. 
Check the countdown calendar frequently and make sure your son/daughter is meeting the deadlines. 
Phone school/write a note if there is a query. 
Encourage them to attend all intervention sessions scheduled for them and Saturday sessions. 

Resources:  
 
Department handbook is attached to all SMHW tasks. 
It would be useful to have, (or access to) the following equipment, to help with homework tasks. 
Basics: Camera/phone, memory card and leads for uploading. 
Desirable: PowerPoint, internet access; printer, Photoshop or similar CAAD software. 

Websites and Details: 
 
Bitesize; Artcyclopedia.com; Pixlr – free online image editing software;  

Assessment details: 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 
During Key Stage 4, students will be studying the beliefs and practices of two of the 
main world religions. These are currently Christianity and Sikhism. They will look at 
these two religions in depth. They will also look at moral and ethical issues and how 
religions have responded to these. At KS4, the students study AQA Religious Studies 
A.   You can help your son/daughter to make progress in Religious Studies in the 
following ways:   Using the BBC websites to extend their knowledge.  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zjgx47h - BBC Bitesize 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/0/ - BBC Religion and Ethics homepage 

 Reading through classwork regularly and learning key quotes and key 
words.  

 There are also revision guides available for the Christianity section and 
themes section.  

 Encouraging your child to complete past papers and exam questions. 

 

Pupils will be assessed at regular intervals with a teacher assessment adhering to the AQA assessment 
objectives (see handbook). This might take the form of verbal feedback, post it notes or a check list of things 
that need to be added, improved, annotated or completed. 
There are no KATs as work completed in class and at home is the Unit 1 component of the AQA syllabus 
worth 60% of the overall GCSE grade and therefore everything they do is a KAT.  
 

Topic Details: 
 

 Formal element project. Investigating materials and techniques. 

 Natural Form project. Projects need photographer/artist research, annotation, experimentation and 
selection of media and editing or image manipulation techniques, experimentation and selection of 
composition and a personal response. 

 Mock Exam. Projects need photographer/artist research, annotation, experimentation and selection 
of media, editing and manipulation techniques, experimentation and selection of composition and a 
personal response. 

 Development of Unit 2 externally set task.  The exam paper has 7 questions and these will be 
explained in class. Pupils need to answer only 1 of the questions. They will need photographer/artist 
research, annotation, experimentation and selection of media and editing and manipulation 
techniques, experimentation and selection of composition as with the Unit 1 component, however it 
is to be completed in a 6 week period. The Unit 1 externally set task is worth 40% of the overall 
GCSE grade. 

 
Performing well in one component and badly in another will affect the overall grade. 
 
Presentation of work should be clear, creative and neat. Research and annotation looks better when it is 
typed, particularly if handwriting is scruffy. Never throw any work away. 
 
Good attendance, commitment to working at home and afterschool will be essential if pupils are to achieve 
their target grades. 
 

How You Can Help:- 
 
Check SMHW and planner to see they are completing homework on a regular basis. 
Check that they have the correct equipment for lessons. 
Look at their sketchbook and read the feedback given on a monthly basis. Discuss with your son/daughter 
to make sure that they understand it. 
Check the countdown calendar frequently and make sure your son/daughter is meeting the deadlines. 
Phone school/write a note if there is a query. 
Encourage them to attend all intervention sessions scheduled for them and Saturday sessions. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zjgx47h
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/0/
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SCIENCE 
 
Science is a challenging subject which requires logical thinking and analytical skills, as 
well as excellent reading, writing and mathematical skills.  Scientific ideas can be 
difficult to process, and the ability to be imaginative and think creatively is also 
important.  In Year 11, the curriculum is designed to prepare students for their GCSE 
exams. We do this by completing the teaching of the GCSE content as well as going 
over topics previously taught in year 10.  To prepare for their exams, it is vital that 
students practice answering exam-style questions. The main command words used at 
GCSE in Science are: state, describe, explain and calculate. Students need to be able 
to read and interpret information and questions, and then use their knowledge and 
understanding to formulate logical answers using scientific vocabulary.  Any help the 
students get at home which involves recalling facts and information would be very 
useful.  This could be in the form of asking them questions (using the command words) 
or asking them to draw diagrams to show their understanding of an idea. Help with 
mathematical skills, such as re-arranging equations, would also be very useful. The 
best online resource for all the content of the courses is BBC Bitesize: 
  
BBC Bitesize (KS3 Science) https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zng4d2p 
BBC Bitesize (KS4 Science) https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zqkww6f 
 
 
 
 
 

🎓 8 Ways to Help Your Child Smash Grade Expectations at School: The 

Complete Parent's Guide to GCSEs 
 
https://tutorful.co.uk/guides/a-parent-s-guide-to-gcses/8-steps-proven-to-help-your-
child-succeed-at-school 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any further advice needed contact:- 
 

1. Class Teacher  
2. Head of Department 
3. Form Tutor 
4. Head of Year 

 
 
 
 
 

**** 
  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zng4d2p
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zqkww6f
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